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ne boat in their canoes. It was 
evident that they meant to attack the Search. Frank Reade, Jr., smiled as he 
thought how easy it would be for him to dupe them. 
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“ CHAPTER. I. 


THE NEW SUBMARINE BOAT. 


“A submarine boat!” exclaimed Prof. Alexis Smythe, 
of Washington, as he held up his hands in amazement. 
“Well, I never! What will you strike next, Frank Reade, 
'Jr.? Not content with other marvels, you have onnEe the 
climax and invented a submarine boat.” 


“That is the truth,” replied Frank Reade, aie with. a 


modest smile. 

“Well, well, I must see this new and wonderful inven- 
tion.” 

“You shall.” 

Professor Smythe, a tall, patrician old gentleman with 


a gray beard, was one of the most distinguished savants of |. 


the day. 
Frank Reade, Jr., 
type-of young man. 


who stood by him was a remarkable 
Tall, straight and handsome, he was 
possessed of a cast of features which betokened intellect of 
the highest order. } 

At the moment they were in the office of the extensive 


: 


(reer at 
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] shops in Readestown, where Frank Reade, Jr., constructed 


all of his famous inventions. 

Smythe had read a reportorial account in the newspapers 
of Frank Reade, Jr., and his new invention. 

At once fie learned savant had started for Readestown 
with a purpose in view. oer 

He at once sought for and obtained an andietics with 
Frank, and thus we find him at the opening of our story. 

Frank Reade, Jr., arose from his chair after the remark 
recorded above, and touched an electric butte: 

A- moment later the door flew open and a diminutive 
and comical-looking negro stood upon the threshold. 

“Pomp, you black rascal, Professor Smythe wants to take 
a look at the Search.” 
“A’right, Marse Frank,” replied the darky, ducking his 
head. “TI jes’ go an’ find dat T’ish loafer an’ we hab oy 
ready d’reckly.” 

“Where is Barney?” asked Frank. 


“Dunno, sah. De las’ time I done see dat good-fe?-nuffin’ : 


he was steerin’ fo’ a barroom on de co’nah. I jes’ go an’ 
fin’ him !” 
a 
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— “Be quick about it!” said Frank, sharply. | 
that I don’t like this sort of hit : at all. 
of you.——” 


“T must say 
If either one 


“Begorra, don’t yez belave a worrud that black imp av 
the divil says, sor!” cried a treble voice, angrily, and a 
short, broad-shouldered Irishman appeared on the scene. 

He had been dozing upon a bench just quieide, and the 
conversation had awakened him. 

He was a comical specimen of humanity. 
adorned with a shock of red hair, and his mug was as broad 
and smiling as a ten-acre field in the sunlight. “ 

Barney and Pomp were old and trusted servants of Frank 
Reade, Jr. : 

They always accompanied him upon his famous trips 
around the world. They were much devoted to their young 
master. x 

“Yer have bin loying about me, an’ I’ll have xv loife 
av yez!’”? blustered Barnty, as he faced Pomp. 

“Glory fo’ massy !” gasped the nigger, “how eber I knows 
whar you’seam? Nobody kin ever tell dat. . XO’ jes’ turns | 
up when yo’ feels like. -Don’ yo’ git gay wif me, Dish, or 
I done brek yo’ in two.” , 

“Begorra, yez nivir cud spell able!” cried Barney; -an- 
grily. ‘“Yez area sooty son av a sea cook, an’ [’ll ’ave the 
ears av yez if yez don’t be more civil.” | 

“Hold on there!” cried Frank Reade, Jr., sharply. “Let 
us have none of that. This is no time for skylarking. Be 
eff, both of you, and get the boat in readiness at once. 
Lively !” 4 

“ A’right, sah!” said Pomp. 
_.“Yis, sor!” exclaimed Barney. 


aa 


And away the two comical adeaucin went to execute | 


their bidding. a 

They were the warmest. of friends and much attached 
to each other, though fond of playing practical jee upon 
each other. 

Frank would hardly have been able to get along without 
their services, or company, either, for they were the life 


of any occasion. 4 
“Ha, ha!” laughed Professor Buiythie, “Are those the 


sort of employees you have, Frank? Why, I haven't seen 
their like outside of a comic story-book.” 

“T could hardly dispense with their services.” 

“Ts that so?” 

“ It is. bd 
_ “Then they do fh allow at skylarking to agi: 
with their duties?” | 
“Not at all.” 7, } ke 
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His head was | 


about it also. 
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“You are ferianid Adsbather, Prati Reade) In, 

think you are a wonderful man!” | 
«Thank you,” replied Frank, with a blush " nod ; 

“You are too effusive, Professor.” 
“Not a particle.” 3 aye te 
They sauntered about theyard until at lenge) ie aA 

peared and said: 3 ; 
“All roight, sor. The Electric Search is ready, sor.” — 
“Come,” said Frank, taking the professor’s arm. | 
~ Together they crossed the yard to a high gate in a brick 

wall. 2 Bee 
The gate swung back and the professor saw quite a large © 

pond of water or tank, with a broad platform all about it. 
In the center of the tank floated a strange- ee craft. 

_ The professor stared at it. | 
“The submarine boat !” he Ae “Tt is a fact, then pss 
“A reality’! 1? ee Frank, as he noted the pagpeor a 

wonder. — 

“The: impossible has happened ! he 

“Come, and let me show it to you. 

As the Electric Search lay there in the water of the im- 
mense tank it was seen to be a wonderful structure. 

Tn design the hull was much like that of a pleasure ra 
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We will exe) aboard. + 


though the bow had a long and sharp ram. ri Chae 
But above the rail there was a long cabin with an oval- 
shaped roof of metal in which were various windows heavily 
guarded with-plate-glass and iron netting. bis 
‘A hand-rail extended along the outside of this, and Bie - : 

it was a broad deck ip eta fore and aft, with a hand-rail 
Forward was a pilot-house with plate-glass windows, and ; a 
over it was a searchlight of great power. ” fe 
Practically this was about all there was to KN of. A 
the exterior of the submarine boat. ane hk AL 
Its curious and wonderful features were all on the in- ~ : 
side. 3 * 
_The men crossed on a plank to the deck of the Search. a 
Pomp had opened the hermetical cabin-door in the cabin 
side and they passed through it. | : 
craft. > _ 
The main cabin was a revelation. It was as elegantly : 
furnished as the drawing-room of a fine mansion. Rigas i 
There were all sorts of conveniences, of appliancés and » 


They were within the 


4 


comforts. 
bric-a-brac, and a library of fine books. | 
Then followed an inspection of the staterooms, of the 
mess or dining-cabin, the galley or kitchen, and the forward : 
hold, where were kept a and ba bide and 


Rich furniture, luxurious draperies and costly 
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“all this the ro Y grew cuitalbinie over. wii hen : 
+ he descended to the engine room he was spellbound. 


The wonderful electric engines were there, the secret of 
the construction being known only to Frank. 


Also beyond the engine-room, was the reservoir or tank, 


_ by means of which the boat was lowered or raised at will. 
‘ST have seen all this,” said the professor, finally. I 
understand your theory of depression and elevation of the 
boat. But I do not yet comprehend how you can exist 
under water without a generous supply of air.” 
“Nor do we,” replied Frank. 
“Ah, but where can you get it?” | 
Frank laughed. © - Cs 
He put his hand upon a curious-looking valve in one of 
_ the partitions. 
*Do you see this?” he asked.. 


“Ves, 9) : : ; 


| “You will notice these at intervals all through the hig: ‘a 


4 “T do. 2) ; . 
“These valves are supplied with air ae an sacs gen- 
erator which also absorbs the vitiated air as fast as it is 
created. No part of the boat can be kept unsupplied with 
the air.” 
“An electric generator ?” 
i: “Yes, ais. 


The professor annua’ his: head a moment, and then 


. started for the door which led out upon the deck. 


“Come,” he said. “I have seen enough. I am satisfied.” 

“Wait,” said Frank. 
chine to you. You shall see its workings.” 

“T am satisfied.” 

But Frank had pressed a valve upon an electric keyboard. 
Instantly every door and window of the Search closed and 
was hermetically sealed. 


“T have not yet proved the ma- 


Then Frank pulled open another valve. 
There was a sinking sensation and darkness. This latter, 
however, was only momentary. 

Hlectric lights flashed out upon the air of the cabin. 
Then there was a slight shock. 

“Come here!” said Frank, drawing the professor to a 
window. “We are at the bottom of the tank.” 

This was true. =| 

The professor saw the cemented walls and floor of the 
tank. They were in twenty-eight feet of water. 

The boat has sunk!” — 
: Yes! !’ said Frank. ‘I can raise it, however, in a mo- 
ment of time. But see how plainly violent shows 
. objects under water.” 


‘hie you sure op? ; 

(74 Yes. ”» 

“Then we will end the inspection now.” a 

Frank touched, a valve and the Search few to. the sure 
face. pie 

_ Both men went out on the dripping deck, and ety,’ and 
Pomp ran out the plank for them. 

They crossed to the platform. 

“It is oe very wonderful,” declared the professor, 
“but 

“What? 9) ‘ 

“How do you expect to ever get the boat out into the 
deep sea?” 


Frank pointed to a gate at the lower end of the ad 

“By opening that,” he said, “we pass into a canal and 
through a series of kocks down to the river. Thence to the 
sea.” | 
Professor Smythe was satisfied, vet he asked one more 
question: 

“Do you think the Search capable of weathering a ra 
storm at sea?” 

“The boat is constructed for coping with the elements 
in any part of the world,” declared Frank. 

They walked in silence to'the office at the other end of the 
yard. ) 

Entering Frank indicated a chair, and said: 

“Be seated, friend Smythe.” 

The scientist obeyed. 3 | ; 

His brows were knit for a moment as if in thought. Then 


‘he cleared his throat. 


“No doubt you have wondered somewhat, Frank, what the 
object of my visit here is?” 
“Why, to see the new submarine boat.” 


“Yes; in part. But there was yet another motive.” 

Frank tooked surprised. : : 

“Indeed !”” he exclaimed; “you talk in riddles. What 
may it be?” 


The professor drew a bundle of papers from his pocket. 
and cleared his throat. ~ 
“T will tell you,” he said. 


CHAPTER IT. 
A NARROW ESCAPE. 


_The professor spread his papers out on the table. 
Frank at once saw that one of them was a map of Brazil. 
He waited with some curiosity for the savant to explain 


? "eaten iy Poe ne © profesor. “T am satisfied.” | his ag ns This he was not mnt in doing. 
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Placing his finger upon the ‘map, Professor Smythe said: 
“You see this map of Brazil?” _ 


---&T see,” replied Frank. 


“Right heré is the mouth of the Amazon River, which 


; etands four thousand miles across the Sonik American 
- continent.” 


“Very true.” 

“Now, I have a story to tell yous of this very same Ama- 
.zon River.” 

Professor Smythe indicated a marked Spot on the map, 


~ and said: 3 


“Right on this spot there occurred an incident of no little 
importance about five years ago. | 

“Captain Paul Davis, with a number of adventurous 
companions, passed up to the head waters of this branch, 
the Ica River, in canoes. 

“They were fully a year reaching this point. They ex- 
perienced a legion of adventures in the forests with wild 


_ beasts and savage natives. 


“At a certain point upon the Ica River they jemand 
inland, and came upon a wild region never before visited 
by white man. 

“While traveling through a gulch one es one. of the 
party picked up a shining pebble. 

“Tt was a diamond of tremendous value. So rich a find 
caused all to lose their heads, and they at once abandoned 
everything in the search. 


% Soon, so well did pee succeed, they amassed a le 
quantity of these precious stones, representing a large for- 
tune. Ret 


“It was decided to return to civilization, and reap the 
reward of their efforts. Accordingly at the small village 
of Ica, a flat boat was constructed. 

“After much labor it was equipped and lncmphalk Then 
down the river the party started. 

“But arrived at this point which I indicate, near a village 
of Ybarri natives, the boat was attacked by several mon- 
sters of the river, apparently giant crocodiles. 

“A desperate effort was made to beat them off, but they 
actually punched holes in the hull of the boat, and it sank in 
one hundred feet of water. 

“Of the crew only one reached the shore, Captain Davis 
himself. 

“He tried in vain to recover the bag of diamonds. Not a 
native diver could be persuaded to go down after them, and 
he had no diving suit to go himself. ih 

“They were apparently destined to remain at the bottom 
of the Amazon forever. It was a bitter disappointment. 
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“The giant atic seemed to hold a complet possession 
of the treasure. It could not be recovered. i 


“Davis made his way to R Rio. There was a revolution 1 ins 


progress in the country at that time. - 


“He was seized and forced into the army. In a. naval 
battle at sea, his ship was blown to pieces, and he drifted 


four days upon a piece of wreckage. 


“Then in a dying condition he was picked up by an . 


| American steamer and brought to New York. . 


“T found him in Bellevue Hospital, and there he told 


me the whole thrilling story, and gave me this map.” 


Frank had been an intensely interested listener through- | 


| out the whole of this thrilling narrative. 


When the professor had finished he drew a deep breath, 
and said: | i 

“That is a very exciting story, Professor. 
interested.” | 


eer 


Indeed; Foam: 


“JT knew that you would be!” declared inthe, with | 


eagerness. 
to see you upon.” 
Frank looked puzzled. | 
“Ah!” was all he said. . 


“You see.” continued the professor, “if one had a sub- 
9 Ps i 


ee 


marine boat like yours 

Frank gave a sharp cry.- 

“You want me to go there with the Search and aba to 
find the diamonds?” | 

66 Yes.” 

“Of course I will!” 

“You will?” cried Smythe, joyously. 

“Certainly. I have been looking for some incentive! to a 


trip of adventure. This is Just what I want. About how 
far up the Amazon is this spot?” | | 
“Fully a thousand miles!” 
“A thousand miles under the Amazon!” exclaimed 


Frank. “Why, I like the idea of that. It could not be 
better. We shall start very soon.” 
“But this is not my sole object in view,” said Smythe. 


“Ah! What else?” 


“JT will embrace the opportunity to make a study of the — 


aquatic and reptile life of the most perilous of rivers.” 
“Oertainly,” agreed Frank. He 
“We seem to agree upon every point.” 
“Of course. 


“And it is this very subject which I came here | 


» 


not the pecuniary value of the diamonds I care so meh : 


for.” 


“No,” replied Smythe; “I am well aware of the fact that a 
you are rich, Frank. But, yet, the diamonds are worth — 


recovering.” 


¥ ‘, ‘ ys; , 
f eM A! Cami ard La Sas CL 
PANS ad ey LS Re Me Ie Nh APART VOT atte 


I think we have struck a rich thing. Itis 


| Pas be recovered if it is within human power.” 
Prof, Alexis Smythe was in a transport of delight: 
He could hardly believe ee senses. 


4 \ before Him f43%" BG Ph a eae 
q “ He was to enjoy the novelty of a trip. one thousand a. 
a under. the Amazon in a submarine beat! fae s Be ‘ vy . 
3 . Flow his brother scientists would envy him! ‘How they 
oo youd regard him with jealous eyes! te . 

q How the world would record the famous hie tn duit Le 
> and what a contribution to science would be the discoveries 
, “he would make! Wagest 


Reade, Jr., a short while longer, and then. a. for 
New York to complete preparations. 
3 It had been arranged to start on the twentieth of the 
: month; allowing two weeks for all preparations, | 
‘The submarine boat, with Frank Reade, Fi, 
i aaaihe. and Barney and Pomp on board, was ae proceed. 
. . down the river to the sea. 
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, Professor 


ae | 
' Then a straight course was to be made for the Ss onutll of 
the Amazon. 
4 After the professor had gone Frank called in Barnes and 
fe Pomp. | 

He told them of the project. . 
‘ ‘They were delighted, and executed a breakdown. Pomp 


stood on his head. 
“Ki yi! dat be lots ob fun!” he cried. 
afraid ob ’gators nor snakes!” * 
“Begorra, I'll lay Awo to one yez wnd 1 run at the forst 
soight av one,” said Barney. . 
_. “Don yo’ git gay wif me, only threatened Pomp. 
aati bcd I don’t see nuthin’ ter be afraid of. 


': 


at 


Yez are 
only a dirty naygurl’’). 


} “Golly, I hab yo’ skin fo’ dat, yo’ Dish lofah!” declared | . 


Pomp, as he made’a start for Barney. 
“Hold on!” said Frank, authoritatively. “None of that! 
There are too many things for ya to do just now. a 
about them!) 
This settled the Aepate 
But Pomp made a grimace at ae and the latter 
, grinned contemptuously. 
They were gone the next moment, and Frank now went 
out also to busy himself about the preparations. 
Professor Paengeold not oe the good thing to him- 
self, | 
Before he reached New York every newspaper syndicate 
_ inthe country had the story and the country was electrified, 
ue was Ree a A daly fe i ponder on. A trip ' 
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ee “T should say so,” sled the young inventor, “and they 


_ What a puppet. a 


| RT Racha Cage ie : ; 
Thus flattering himself, eee conferred with Frank 
sbeebs ii | . 


| will not refuse me an audience. 


: country along the Amazon. 


“Dis chile amn’t 


under the apeon. the. most 1 wondicetal and mysterious — 
river of the world, was certainly no light project. ae 
All sorts of theories were advanced by visionary reporters. 
Some averred that the Search would get stuck in the mud 
and never be able to extricate herself. } 


Others that there were huge serpents and marine mon- ae 


sters in the big river which would crush the boat like an 
eggshell. | | 


Hosts of letters reached Frank treating upon the aubjede * 


But the young inventor only smiled, and said: 
“Little they know about it. 


Let them surmise all they 


Then he coolly went on with his work preparatory to the 


But an incident occurred which came near pone an 
end to the whole enterprise. 
One day Frank received an dies which read as follows: 


“Dear Mr. Reape: I am coming to see you upon a 


subject which is of very vital interest to me. JI hope you 
“My darling boy, James, is somewhere in that desolate 
I once heard that he was held 

If you could find and help 
him you will win the undying gratitude of a sorrowing 
mother. 


a slave by a tribe of natives. 


Yours hopefully, 
“Mrs. Suaw.” 


Frank’s sympathy was naturally aroused. 
“Certainly; if I can help the woman, I will,” he de- 
clared. | | aes: 
So the next day when Barney brought in a card bearing 
the name of Mrs. Shaw, Frank at once said: 
“Show the lady in, Barney.” 
The Celt hesitated. 
“Well 22? gaia Frank, impatiently. 
“Shure, sor, I don’t loike the looks av her. 
big veil over her face, sor.” 


She has a 


“She is a lady in distress, Barney.” 
ey is sor, but 
“What?” ; 

“ape yure eye open, sor.” 


“Nonsense! Show her in.” 


‘Barney vanished. A few moments later the door opened, 
and a deeply veiled lady in black walked in. 

She bowed, and said in a trembling tone: 

“Tt is so: good of. you to be kind to an ave widow 
lady.” | oh 


THndesd, vinadaimy, " said Frank, adiy AI) am aways Su 
nlebed to help those in distress, 9 we 
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| had it not Satie for id teace of the ea to > acompih 3 
| his purpose, i, 


“I know you are a | philenthrepit: ae 
“What can I do for you?” 

“You can help me much.” | Professor Smythe telegraphed Frank his congas 

. “Pray take a chair.” | from New York: | a) ‘ : 

i The woman was drawing n nearer aia abun: That i in-| | : C | A 
stant might have been Frank’s last but for a fortunate in- Duss Frank: Thank fore the assassin’s - “aim 
cident. | failed. I congratulate you. Shall be in Readestown the 

. Just in time he saw the flash of a knife under a fold of nineteenth. | Yours ever, Sp 

__* the black dress. uke “Avuxis SMYTHE.” 

He acted instantly. - th = | ets a \ 
Like a flash he kicked his chair back from under him On the morning of the twentieth great crowds had ve : a 
ered in Readestown to see the start of the famous boat. ~ of 

The banks of the river and the canal were lined with 
people. 
 . The Search floated in the tank all ready for the start. 

The voyagers were all aboard. Frank gave his final in- ee 
structions to his foreman, and ‘then said: 3 
“Open the big ‘gates !” | 
Instantly this was done. 

They began to swing back, and: the Search started fee 


+ 7 zs = 


and pressed an electric Sib ay Seeds was a clangor of 
alarm bells. Ri 
The disguised assassin now sprang toward Frank like a 


tiger. 

But the young inventor had acted just in the nick of 
time. ies 

He dodged the blow with the deadly knife, cae picking 
up an iron bar hurled it at the wretch. 


It struck him in the shoul, and staggered him for a \ 
moment. : ward. ; 

Before he could return to the attack into the room sprang} She. glided out through the big archway and into the 
Barney and Pomp. ~ |canal. One moment she floated there. , 
os 


“Begorra, have at the fiend!” cried Barney, wildly,| She was in full sight of the waiting crowd. 
“Shure, I knew he was here fer no good purpose pr ee 
“Golly! gib it to him in de neck!” yelled Pomp. “Yo 
take him on de right; Vish!” 
- Upon the maniac the two strong fellows sprang and a 
fierce struggle followed. 
But Frank took a hand, and the fellow was overpowered. 
By this time officers had arrived, and they took the fel- 


low in charge. He fought and fumed furiously, but that 


Cheers thundered forth upon the air. \ 
“Hurrah—hurrah !”’ | : ’ 
Frank stepped out upon the deck and waved a flag. This 

met with a tremendous response from the crowd. | L 
Down the river started the boat. 
Suddenly Frank stepped back into the pilot-house with 

the other voyagers. . 
He pressed an eloetossitton 


did no good. Instantly every door and window was hermetically sealed. 
He was a cunning murderer and crank, who had meant} Then the electric lights flashed forth. 7 
to take Frank’s life for some unknown reason. _. | Frank pressed another valye, and the boat took a genie 44 


dip and went plunging under the surface. 


He was quickly incarcerated in jail, and the episode was 
| The crowd watched agape. 


over. 
But it was a close call for Frank, and a good Tookot for} This was furnishing proof of the capabilities of the great 
cranks was kept after that. invention. 


They had seen it sink. mee, 
Would it be able to rise? : 
Expectant, all waited for its reappearance They were ' 
not doomed to disappointment. : 
Frank let the boat glide along for a ways under the sur- : 
face. bed cg sult Wag ~ a 
Perhaps a hundred yards were covered thus. Pie he ‘ | 
| closed the lever and thé boat began to rise. me 
"As the water was expelled from the sinking-reseryoir on me 
Search  epeeng out pf the water like a duck. agile a 


The life of such a man as Frank Reade, Jr., was by far too 
valuable to be sacrificed in such a way. 


et ee: 
CHAPTER III. 
EN ROUTE—THE STORM. 


Everybody comaratnieted Frank on his narrow escape. 
The expedition under the Amazon would never have been 
consummated and the incidents of this story not written 
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._ “Hurrah for Frank Reade, Jr.! 


~, 
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For one moment silence fell poh the excited multitude. i Down for’ never wiestnea feet it sunk. The bottom was 


Then the air was-fairly rent with cheers. 
Hurrah for the Electric 


© avch! ig 


Pomp. » 


Frank appeared again on the bridge with a 1 Heb Then 
the boat glided on down the canal into the river. 

Soon the cheering multitude and the town were left far 
behind. : 


without incident. 
As the boat could sail faster on the surface than under 
water, it was kept there in the quick run down the coast. 
_ Southward the Search sailed swiftly for many days. 
Vessels were spoken and islands sighted, but nothing 
worthy of note occurred until the afternoon of the ninth day. 
| They were now somewhere off the Lesser Antilles, when 


Barney noted a peculiar yellow line along the horizon. 


He called Frank’s attention to it. 
_ “Begorra, I don’t loike the luks av it,’ he declared. 

“Nor I,” said the young inventor, with alarm ; a it is a 
_ hurricane coming. saa i 

“That i is just what it is,” declared Smythe. 

Frank looked troubled. - 

_ The Search was built for a stanch seaworthy boat. Yet 
the young inventor did not desire to expose her to arly: un 
necessary rough treatment. + 


“Golly! Wha’ am we gwine to do, Matse Frank?” asked 


_ An idea occurred to the young inventor. 


He knew that a certain distance under the water the | 


- storm would be hardly. felt. 

“We will wait until it blows over,” he said. 

_ Then the oncoming of the storm was watched. It was a 
Rein sight. & 
It was evident 
that the crew of the distant vessel were making every effort 


_ Far off on the horizon was a White sail. 


te get their vessel under bate poles. 


ae The ship was watched with interest. 


Cae | 
vn iy 


«“y hope she will succeed,” said Smythe, with alarm upon 
“Tf they do not, and the storm strikes whem, they 
will go to the bottom.” — 

“T fear the same,” said Frank. 
+. “We can do nothing to > help them, now! gies 

eas? x 

Nearer drew the storm every moment. 

With fearful thunder and bellow it rushed down across 
‘the boiling sea like a messenger of death. — 


his face. 


“Frank waited as long as Je dared, and then sent the] . 


_Seateh below the hese ni Seabee eRe 


not reached, and the boat was held in suspension. 

There was only a slight motion received from the effect 
of the storm above. 
concluded that the storm was over. 

Frank then sent the boat quickly to the surface. 

The sun was shining brightly, and the sea was as calm 


jas before the tempest. 
Down to the sea in aie ‘ite the Search fice its way 


- Far to the eastward it eoutd be seen still raging furiously. 
Almost everybody at once thought of the ship. 


All eyes were on the outlook for it, but it seemed to have 


disappeared. 
- Suddenly, however, Barney cn a cry of horror, atid 


pointed to the south. 


Look!” he cried. 
yea luk!’ | 
~All did look. It was a dreadful spectacle which they 


“Be the sowl of Paddy the Piper, wud 


s 


| beheld. 


Not half a mile distant, upon the folling ocean, was the 
ship they had seen, bottom upward ! ; 

It had been turned completely over, and now floated a 
dismantled hulk. 

“My goodness!” gasped Smythe. 
the erew?? 

But there was little need of asking this question. 

That they had gone to. the bottom it was safe enough to 
assume, 


“‘What has become of 


Yet, even as they looked, the subbaring voyagers beheld oy 


thrilling spectacle. 


A mass of wreckage was floating beside the hulk, and : 


~~ 


upon this a single man was seen. 


When this had passed away, it was 


He was waving his arms wildly, and evidently trying to es 


attract the attention of those on board the Search. 


As Frank saw this he shouted to Pomp, a Ge pilot. a 


house, to bear down upon the wreck at once. 
Pomp obeyed, and the Search set out at full speed. Soon 
they neared the wreck. Re ‘ 
Then the man’s features, as well as form, became Guite 
plain. _He was seen to be an odd-looking character. 


He was plainly a type of old-fashioned Yankee farmer, 


with long hair, pointed beard and angular features. 

He wore a swallowtail coat, with cowhide boots and jeans 
pants, and a tall white hat with a bell crown. 

He was, of course, soaked, having been long in the water, 
and how he came fo preserve the hat so well was a wonder. 


shouted : 


. Hello! _ What ship is that?” 


“Hello! Bo replied the Yankee, in a nasal manner, “hy 


Saat © 


Ke i) ah 
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The Search ran up alongside the wreckage, and Frank ~~ 


Be. ; gosh x. Ana I’m durned glad ye ye: cum. a wudn’t| 


ha ee 
+ 
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~ So far as Peleg Rue every member of the « ere was 


hey giv a copper cent fer my life half an hour ago!” . drowned but himself. a : 
“What ship is that?” repeated Frank. © . “By pumpkins, I reckoned as hoow Pa gots fi an sick 7 ioe 


“Hey? What ship?” ejaculated the sole survivor. “I! ness!” he declared; “but when I seen yure boat a-comin’ - 
reckon she’s. ther Mischief from Boston fer Cape Horn. | jest plucked up a bit; you bet! But what on aieeh kind a 
Thought I'd take a bit of a v’yage in her, and by hemlock,|« craft do yew call this anyway?” Man toe 
I wisht I’d stayed tew hum with Sary Ann.” Peleg had been intently examining the submarine boat, ce 


Everybody laughed at the ripe cs of! he ihe and with the greatest of curiosity. | 
speech. “This is a submarine boat,” said Frank. 


“Well, I think we can get you off satay,” said-Frank.| “A what?” — | Coal : 7 
“Are you the sole survivor?” _ “A submarine boat.” | Be san Mae 
Peleg scratched his head. ) Meee a 


“Durned if I kin say,” replied the Yainkee; ; “but I don’t 
see ennybody else jest naow.” . 

“What is your name?” | 

“My name!” blurted the Yankee. “Air yew one of them 
census takers? By gosh t’ all hemlock, I don’t like em!’ 

“No; I’m not a census taker,” replied Frank, with a 


“T don’t jest know haow I’m onto them new- -fangled 
terms,” he declared. “What dew yew call a submareen 
boat, anyway?” 3 Bee 

“Why, it is built so that it can sail under or above water,” 
said Frank. . 


laugh. “I’m the captain of this boat.” © 8} “Under ther water?” if : : 
_ “Oh, yew air,” said the Yankee, slowly. ‘Wall, you’ve| “Yes.” — gre | 
got the funniest lookin’ tub thar I ever seed. But thet’s _ Peleg boebed PUY | 
neither here nor thar. I’m Peleg Parkins, from Squash-| It required actual demonstration to convince him. Then age | 
town, New Jarsey. I was on my way tew pay a visit tew his keen Yankee mind began to size up the invention, and _ : 
South America when this air condemned storm cum up.” | he was mighty pleased. an 
“All right,” cried Frank. ‘Stand by to come aboard, | _“By gosh, yew air. a cockalorum!” he said, patting Frank — © 


Mr. Perkins.” 

-“Then yew air goin’ tew take me aboard, eh! 1» 

“ Yes. 9 

“Durn myself, thet’s the right kind of talk! T’ll pay yew. 
fess gol durned cent of my passage back tew Squashtown.” 
- “No, you won’t,” said Frank, with a laugh. “I am go- 
ing in the opposite direction from Squashtown. pa 

- aboard !” | 


on shoulder. “Tam proud to know yew. Dang my 
Sa but Dll travel with ak up ther Amazon an’ 

| pay my passage, tew.” ie 
“We have not reckoned upon an extra oeitcagc,” ” said 

Frank. “I am afraid we shall be set ua to decline your ; eae 


dou ae i 
ee 


generous offer.” | i a 
Peleg looked and cident felt bs phe asaya 


4 


A plank had been'run out to the wreckage Peleg crossed wo i ‘ ay 
hastily. | | Neat (LD tras ae 
The moment he ‘eadhedl the deck he shook hands warmly os 3 “CHAPTER IV. : : 
with the others. , oe & 
“Gol durned if I don’t like tew mect sich gentlemen!” UP THE TAPAJOS. Swit theae 
ee 


he declared, ‘and I should say thet yew air all sich.” 
Further search of the wreckage was, on the whole, useless. 
There was no doubt but that Peleg was the sole survivor. 
He told the story of the wreck. | 
The Mischief had been making fast time, nde all sail, 
when the storm struck her. 
Every effort was made to get her under bare poles. 
But this was impossible. She was under fore ag Or: 
iopsails when the wind struck her full force. 
Instantly she was pitched upon her beam ends, and 


filling, would haye sunk at once-but for her pest com-| Frank hesitated. | | oe) 
ares x i (A eae es paden thought crossed. his. mind. _ Really they. were : 


‘a 
a s babi Le MinbA, 
ty ig’ piu al hy 1" 


“By pollywogs, I can’t walk ashore,” he declared. “What sn 
kin Tider. ae , . | | ie kia 
“Stay where you are for the present,” said. Frank. “Il 
toe you ashore at Georgetown, British Guiana, where you | 
can get a vessel for any part ot the world.” ay 

“An’ mebbe git wrecked ag’in.” - 

“You must take chances.” ds, 

“By gosh! I'll work fer yew,” declared Peleg, pulling. off i 
his coat. “I ain’t ashamed tew dew ral, i 
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He liked the looks of Peleg. 


It occurred to him that this man would be trusty and a , 


good companion for Barney and Pomp. 


“T will consider your offer,” said the young inventor; “in 


the meanwhile, make yourself easy.” 
The Search went once more on its way, leaving the wreck 


of the Mischief far Kehind; 


For several days the submarine boat encountered no new 
incident. Frank did not put in at Georgetown as he had 
intimated. i 

He had decided to keep Peleg aboard the Search. 
The Yankee had become popular on board the submar- 
ine boat. \ He was genial, ready and willing, and possessed 
of all good traits. ag 

“By gosh! Tl prove tew yew that I mean jest what 
I say,” he declared. “Tl stick by yew through thick an’ 
thin.” 

They were now drawing near the mouth of the Amazon. 
Cayenne was passed, and then the water began to have 


is that peculiar hue, which always is found at the mouth of a 
‘great river. 


‘The Amazon Fibs no delta. Its wide mouth takes in 


the ocean for many miles, and the submarine boat was in. 


the river almost before those on board knew it. . 
The course of the Search was set directly up the river. 
‘There was nothing to stop for in the mighty bay, so they 

kept on past the Marojo Island, and ee into the main 

current of the mighty stream. 
When the mouth of the Xingu, a tributary river, was 
reached, the river became narrower, and the swell of the 


ocean disappeared. 


The banks could now be seen on either side, and it was 
a picturesque sight. . pre re 2s j 

The wildest and densest of tropical foliage was inter- 
spersed with clearing and plantations of rice and coffee, ex- 
tending to the water’s edge. — 

_ The journey now became an intensely interesting one. 


river, the Search continued on its way for some days. 

As yet they had not penetrated far enough up the stream 
to make it worth while to go beneath the surface.. 

But when the great bay at the mouth of the Fapajos 
River was reached the Search was anchored. 


Frank proposed to make an examination of the ma- 
_ chinery and make sure that everything was in good condi- | 

tion for the great under- water trip to the mouth ¥ es Tea | 
River. , | 


PR: 
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short-handed, and an extra man would no doubt be needed 
‘in the swift current of the Amazon. 


a 
— ee 


It would necessitate the work of several days to do this, 


so Professor Smythe decided to take a trip up the Tapajos 
a short distance in a canoe. 
His purpose was to collect botanical specimens and make 
a study of the fauna of the region. 
Frank readily agreed to let Pomp and Peleg go with him. 
Barney was to remain aboard the Search to assist Frank. 
“Be careful that you do not get into trouble,” cautioned 
Frank. 
“T am aware of that,” replied the professor; “but I in- 


“The Tapajos country is fearfully wild.” 


tend to keep most of the time on the water, and only go 
ashore to camp at night.” ‘ 
“Very good! I wish you success.” 

The canoe was an affair which the professor had designed 


especially for the style of expedition he was now under- 


| taking. 


It was of rubber, in various layers, with air-tight cox- 
partments. It could comfortably carry four persons. 

Arms and ammunition and a camping outfit were stowed 

aboard. heen : 
_ Then the ee es set forth, 

The Yankee, Peleg, was more than delighted with the 
opportunity of exploring the wilds. Like all of his country- 
men, he was.inordinately fond of wild adventure. 

The Tapajos differs from the Amazon in the fact that it 
flows through a mountainous region free of savannahs, and 
is broken into cataracts. ; 

Its selvas were none the less dense, though, and thickly 
peopled with animal and insect life. 

Monkcys leaped from tree to tree, and chatted —— 
at the exp'orers. 

Striped jaguars slouched away into the dark depths; 
pumas lay sullenly upon overhanging Kranatee of immense 
trees, and birds of gorgeous plumage flew about. 

It was a strange and fascinating scene. 


To attempt to describe all the natural wonders. of the 


-Tegion would require a volume. 


The river bed was filled with heavy snags and roots of 


| giant trees. 
Floating upon the mighty ‘turbid current of the great | 


These were so concealed beneath the placid current that 
one had hard work to keep from running the canoe upon 
them. ; 

Peleg was placed in the bow to look out for this, wile 
Pomp and the professor paddled. 

p the river. for, miles they paddled on, 
current had bean Sipgich: | 

But now ac distant roar cathe plainly to their ears.. 

“The rapids,” declared Professor Smythe. “We shall 
have to carry the boat over if we go beyond them.” 


“Thus far the 


a 
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» “Ts that air ther verdict, Doctor?” asked the Yankee of | 
the professor. 

“No,” he replied, “I don’t cues we will, go beyond the 
base of the falls. 
this side of there.” | 

“I’m durned glad of thet,” declared Peleg.” “I wudn’t 
risk my life in them condemned woods.” 


We ought to secure specimens enough 


“Golly! !” declared Pomp, “some ob dem big snakes jes’ 
eat a man upy”’ ’ 

The professor at this moment leaped up and began to 
paddle furiously, at the same time erying: | 

“Give us a hand quick, Pomp, or it’ll be the end of us! 
My goodness! do you see that awful reptile?” 

“Golly fo’ glory!” yelled Pomp. 
kingdom come!” 

“Great hollyhocks!’ screamed the Yankee. 
busted fer sure.’ ,. 

Peleg picked up his rifle, and Pomp and the professor 
bent to the paddles. 

The cause of their alarm‘ was apparent and fully war- 


“We am gwine to 


rantable. | 
From a cave in the shore line a monster reptile had 


glided out. 


It was a cross between a snake and a crocodile, ahd was 


a most hideous sight. , / 


Its great jaws were vide open, and it was bearing down 


upon the canoe like an avalanche. 

That the canoe was the object of its fury was certain. 

The situation was truly, a thrilling one. The peril in 
which the explorers were was most inténse. Ce se 

Peleg aimed at the reptile and fired. I f the bullet struck 
him he did not show any sign of it. 

Professor Smythe and Pomp were paddling fast for the 
shore. But they had yet some distance to go. 

The unknown species of reptile was fully seventy feet 
long, with a huge body and glistening scales, — 

Its color was a dull green, with a yellowish body. 
head high erected it came down upon the boat. 

Smythe saw at once that it was going to be impossible 
to reach the shore in time. 

With this realization he did not wait longer, but dropping 
his paddle, picked up his rifle. 

He aimed at the monster’s throat, and fired. 

The reptile made a convulsive movement as if in puin. 
Then it started forward more speedily than ever. . 

Pomp reached out and clutched the end ef a 1 snag in the 
middle of the river. vi * 

“T’se gwine to hold de boat stiddy, Mave Shiythe Phe 
shouted. Jes’ yo’ gib it to dat chap wif all yo’ might.” 


With 
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“We're | 
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a ‘Belly an’ cau beni! '” yelled. Peleg. “I bain even 


hit the cuss! ite ‘ 

But now the water serpent was close upon the canoe. 

It was now or never. Professor Smythe Held his Win- 
chester steady and fired directly into the reptile’s mouth. — 


There was an eerie hiss, an almost human-like cry from — 


the reptile, and for a moment it was at a standstill. 
But the next instant it reared higher in the air, and came 


down full force upon the canoe. 


That blow was its death throe, but it was sufficient for 


the destruction of the canoe. 


In an instant the three explorers were in the water, guns, 3 


stores and all. It was a thrilling moment. 


All knew the horror of risking life in the waters of ie 


Tapajos. | 

In its mud there were alligators of prodigious size which 

would not hesitate to drag them under at once. : 
They were fully fifty yards from the shore. 

turned canoe drifted beyond their reach down the stream. 
_ With terrible fear all struck out at once for the shore. 


The over- 


- There was not a moment of that terrible swim that each 
did not expect to feel the jaws of a river monster close 
upon his body. — 

But this did not happen. 


For some strange reason they were not molested by the | 


saurians. After a long, hard swim all crawled safely out 


upon the sands of the river bank. 


There they lay in the bleaching sun, Cae anes x) over- 


come. $ \ 
It was some moments before any one of the party could 

Then Peleg blurted forth: 

“By ther Jeems’ rice, I thought I wuz goin’ to be eat up 


epeak. 
sure! Kin yew tell why we wasn’t ?” Me 

“Golly, I jes’ "specs dem ’gators didn’t see us,” averred 
Pomp. 3 

“We are certainly fortunate,” said Professor Smythe. 
“But what better is our position now? 
hy: ” 

This was true enough, _ 

All their means of defense were at the bottom of the river. 


They had not a weapon of apy kind. All were wet to the 


skin as well. 


The submarine boat was many sas below them. To — 


attempt to reach it by journeying along the shore seemed 


impossible. ft giok 


{7 


The situation was eielions. 


We are in a bad 


Smythe was a plucky man, but now his face was asien a 


pale as he gazed at his companions, and AGS) | 
aT I tear we are lost! } 


Tae the bill which now seine ‘hice were cer- 


4 A sty of a terrible sort. 

"the forest. | 
‘The river was ‘filled with deadly ities 

“get back to their friends was no easy problem. 


a and ptmas swarmed in 


Just “how to 


~ tain voice. 
i Before an answer could be made, a thrilling thing 0¢- 
eurred. a 3 ey. 
Suddenly, around a headland in the river, there shot a 
_ long canoe, in which wete a dozen Indians. 
i 4 _.. They were pay decorated, but mostly naked, and 
L carried primitive Weapons, It was a | thrilling moment. 
; y 


CHAPTER Vv. 
TO THER BRBUUE. 


~ Frank and Barney left aboard the submarine boat worked 
There was much to be done. 
The young inventor was thoroughly overhauling the elec- 
trical machinery and every part of the boat. | | 
* No thought was given to. aught else, so they were not 
| apprised of any impending danger until later in the day. 


; - steadily for hours. 


; - Barney was in the pilot-house scouring up some bruss- 
work, when he felt a slight shock as if acrnet bing had 
, touched the boat. 
It might have been a. drifting snag or log, and the 
for a moment was not disposed to heed it. 
But some motive or presentiment caused him to step to 
the window of the pilot-housé and look out. 
7 _ An astounding sight rewarded his gaze as he did so. 
There by the side of the Search was a lang canoe literally 
: packed with South American natives who wete ih the act 
of just clambering aboard. 
Other canoes were hastily comin down the rivet current. 
Barney waited for no more. 
He let out a yell which might have awakened the dead. 
“Misther Frank! Murther—murther! 
tacked we ate!” mye 
Frank heard the call. | 
He instantly came tumbling out of the engine-room, 
where he had been busily at work on the machinery. 
-* He took in the situation at a glange. 
Frank was quick to act. | 


“Wha’ am we bes to dot ty asked Pomp, in an uncer- | 


| Barney. 


lt 


phir, it’s at- 


root 


quickly. . ge 
But there were fully a half score of the | savages on the 


deck of the Search. These with wild cries now came Tush- : 


ing toward the pilot-house. 
That they meant to loot the boat if possible was certain. 
Frank caught up a Winchester, and shouted to Barney: 


“Press lever number four—quick! Then give it to’em!” 


Lever number four hermetically sealed every door and 
window aboard the Search. ‘ 

Then Frank fired point blank at the black rascals. 
of them dropped. 


= 


Then the young inventor sprang to the keyboard and 
pressed the tank valve. 


Instantly the boat sank. 


The Indians were left floating in the water above. As 


i. canoe was overturned, efid the others left astern 


the Search went down to the.bed of the river, nunery alli- 


gators were seen rushing to the surface. 

‘“ Bejabers, there’s a foine meal for thim up there,” erie 
“Shure, I hope they’ll enjoy it.” 

That every one of the unlucky foe became food for the 
saurians was almost a certainty. 


| The bed of the river here was slime and ooze, and Frank . 


did not dare to let the weight of the Search rest upon it: 
After a time he sent the boat to the surface again. 
It came up not far from the spot where the unfortunate 
natives had met theif fate. m 


The canoes. were now a mile distant and making for the | 


shore. 


_ They did not return : te attack. The strange evolu- . 


“ee of the Search had no doubt terrified them. 
“Begorra, they tuk their walking tickets aisy enough,” 
“Divil a bit they'll thrubble us ag’in.” 
“T believe yow’re right, Barney.” 
“Shure, sor, at’ I’m afther thinkin’ av the others. Phwat 
if they should come acrost thim rapscallions !” 


declared Barney. 


This was a startling thought. 
But. Frank shrugged his shoulders, and said: 
“T think they will not be apt to. 


opposite direction. 


They have gone in an 
Moreover, they are well armed.” 


Barney said no more, but went about his duties. 


s 


It was — 


near evening when finally Frank came out upon deck, and. 


looked up the mouth of the Tapajos. 
“Tt-is full time that they should return,” he thought; 
“that is, unless they mean to camp over night.” : 
a there were No signs of them visible, Frank concluded 


that this course had been decided upon by the professor. 


Barney had been on the logkout, for the explorers himself, 


He sprang into the pilot-house with Barney and threw | and now approaching Frank, ventured to say: 


open the motor lever. Instantly. bi boat shot forward. 


. Shure, sor, it’s very quare phweriver they are.” 


\ 


: a ialecd ‘it is, a Salk Re : < CER Uren niles the ae het pes on at this 


FBP a a “Mebbe they’ve cum to diseomnt™ s ¥ But there was danger of siiie with snags in bed, : re : ; 
7. _ “Oh, I think not,” said Frank, “there i s I think, little |} and it was also fast growing dark. Ba Ss pe 
St F = - Tikelihgod of that. They have perhaps camped somewhere Barney was forward in the how keeping | a good Dookout 
ae - for the night. The professor is an ardent naturalist.” for snags. 7 y, eis oo 
9. Barney looked doubtful, and once more ee the turbid | Suddenly, the Celt chnuted?. i ak 
4 Seceent with his gaze. Rtas & “Be me sowl, I belave inate wan av ae ie rptles as s tackled 
i __ As he did so he indulged i in a wild ait startled ery: thim!? | : tua 
aig 4° “Shure, sor, phwativer is that? , Kin yez not see 2” Floating upon the turbid tide was an it immense > water 
; iB: _ Frank could see, and right” well, ‘too. eens python, fully sixty or seventy feet. long. 3. # ees a 
f | le The object in question floated upon the turbid tide of the| “Its head seemed riddled with bullet holes. No dott tt ' 
re ~ river, not one hundred yards away. ©“ = | had been shot by the explorers. Aig oe ‘ 
| a At first one might mistake it for one ‘of the  ariting snags Frank watched the monster’s body arift by. Then he { 
i ’ which obstructed the river’s course. — allowed the Search to run nearer the shore. t oS : 
y | But a closer look revealed it as a canoe oveitaeasl That | As he did so Barney heard a shout. It was a cry’ of 
it was not one of the native craft was also apparent. distress, | er ae a 
“An overturned canoe!” cried Frank. “My goodness!} Glancing toward the shore the Celt beheld a thri ling 
it is the same one they took with them.” rat sight. ‘He gave a gasp of horror, and shouted to Frank: 
3 The young inventor’s face became chalk white, ae he| “Mither av Mary! Wud yez luk over co sor! Phwat 
et gazed at the canoe with dilated eyeballs. a te? | | NBM Mi SN 
Barney crossed himself, and groaned : Frank looked in the direction indicated, and his face 


froze with horror. | gs ie 
There upon the river bank in the twilight he saw a host: 


“Mither av Mary! Y It’s kilt intoirely they aH are.” 

In that moment Frank gave up all hope that Smythe and 

of dusky forms. ’ 
A fire burned upon the anges, and several canoes were 


his companions had escaped death. | 
It seemed impossible that they should ‘be dumped into the 


drawn high-up. (0.0. | a, By Lo 


waters of the ferrible river and escape alive. 
: All this he saw, but something else claimed hie’ sheave é 


Frank sprang into the pilot-house. 


“Take a boat-hook — draw. the canoe alongside, Bar- Upon the bank were three stakes driven into the kia 


e 


» ney,” he commanded. and to these were bound three men. 


Then he started the Search forward. Barney stood vi 
the rail with the hook, and as the canoe came acon he 
hooked it and drew it aboard. | reat THey had been surrounded by the Indians and coe 


rank needed no second glance to recognize them. 
} It was stove and badly battered. | Blood was upon = a thrilling fight. ; 


‘hey were Smythe, Pomp and Peleg. 


thwarts, which had come from the dead serpent. The savages had prepared a drondtus ordeal of torture for 

The contents of the light craft were, of course, at the 
i bottom of the river. 

Frank groaned as he inspected the eanoe. 

The blood of course he reckoned as that of one of the} 
occupants. 

Some monster alligator had no doubt pounced upon’ and 
_ wounded one of them, and this geet the aii of the 
red fluid. 

“My soul! I fear they are all dead.” 

“Begorra, perhaps some wan av thim got ashore, maybe 
the naygur,” said Barney, with conviction. fr | ea 
i Frank recognized the logic of the declaration, and said:| The effect upon them was a most singular one. ~ : , 3 
f “We will at once proeeed to,find out.” 5, °° At once they, seemed to wax excited, and to, for the time, | 

j 


them. 

But just at the last moment the Search had suddenly ae 
into view. 

Pomp saw it first, re yelled : 

“Ki yi! Dar dey am, frien’s! Dey hab cum to sabe us, 
bless de Lor’ !” a 

“The Search!” gasped Smythe. 

“Hemlock an’ hick’ ries !” sputtered Peleg, “thet’s j in our 
favor. We'll cum ther whip hand on’ em yet!” | 

The Indians had seen the Search almost at the © ‘same 
moment. 


) He accordingly started the Search up the waters of the | forget their prisoners. They brandished their na cu and 
Tapajos. He started the engines at full speed. se.) down to ples dais Bee iui . oh 1. 


his was Unbhunste for the prisoners. a 
( It was evident that they meant to try. and eantiee the 
F DP enintiie boat if possible. 
- Mot once occur to them. | fai 
_ Frank and Barney, on board the Search, took in thes situa- 
_ tion readily. , | he 


It seemed that the three ction ‘Smythe, Pomp and 


Peleg had been so unfortunate as to fall into ‘the hands of. 


_ the Indians after being so npcenveeioued pak, 
4 | their canoe. 
We left them at the close of a weaaine tha on the 
~ bank of the river, just as a canoc- -load of the Indians came 
_ around ‘the bend. ere 3 
- forest. 3 | 
: ‘However, the selvas ee were almost Seas: and 
; before they could get eck distance, the savages had out- 
: ' stripped them. 
- Being without weapons they could do little to: defend 
themselves, and were quickly made prisoners. 
Thus we find them just upon the eve of torture. The 
Search had appeared in the nick of time. 
| “Bejabers, phwat shall we do, Misther Frank?” cried 
P Barney. 
# “Close all the doors and windows,” ordered Frank. “I 
think we can save the lives of our friends.” 
i Barney pressed the lever which sealed the boat, and also 


a set the oxygen generator at work. 


ae “Then Frank allowed the Search to sail nearer to the 


shore. 


The natives ran one into. the river, and some approached 


the submarine boat in their 38 noes. : 
Tt was evident that they m m pant | to attack the Search. 

" Frank Reade, Jr., smiled’ ast ie e thought how easy it would 
be for him to dupe them. - 


CHAPTER VI. 
BATTLE WITH A> SERPENT. 


Frank allowed the Search to drift nearer the shore. 
Some of the natives were now able to scramble aboard, 
‘Numbers of them came piling over the rail. 
They at once made an attack upon the windows and Rote 
But these were all so well protected that they could do no 
harm, and Frank allowed a, large number of them to get. 
aboard. 


\ Wet js ater 
HOM Jas { Ni hana ge Hig); Petia ae? Ps u 
‘ tae PB my Tiel) esses Vat cae ea eM al? ke dik Shabbos tenor hale 


That this was are did } 


an of 


They were seen at once, and started to. retreat into the] 


Then ae ay he sent the boat out into the cent, 

Down opposite the Saco of A sets lagoon the Seni 
floated. 

‘Here were scores, say, hundreds of alligators, basking. i in 
the declining light of the sun. 

Frank now suddenly opened the tank valve. 


+ Pe 


Instantly 
the submarine boat went down. 
The occupants of the deck, fully half a hundred i in num- | 


‘ber, went into the water in awful terror. 


* It was a terrible trap, and they had become easy victims. 
Never had the alligators or crocodiles of the lagoon had 
such a feast before. The water suddemly became alive with 
the ravenous creatures. . 
Indians were snapped under the surface? the ieee: swam 
with blood, and the air was hideous with awful cries, 
- But not for. long. 
The bellowing of the saurians soon drowned these. Many 
of the poor wretches tried to make the shore. sa 
But there were at least three alligators to each victim, 


land not one lived to get out of that terrible death pool. 


The Search came to the surface a hundred yards distant. 

It was a fearful sight which Frank and pamey had al 
opportunity: of witnessing. nf 

But the young inventor could not bear it. 

He turned away with a shiver. 

“Ugh!” he exclaimed; “that goes against my grain. I 
would not have done it if I had kpown of any other way 
to save our friends.”’ | 

This, was true. ’ 

Frank was always averse to the Wholesale taking of life. 

_If possible he would always refrain from warfare of any. 
kind. Yet in’a case of necessity he would fight to the death. 

The scene in the lagoon, however, quickly terminated. 

Soon silence once more reigned over the place; the tragedy 
was done.. - | 

The Search now turned toward the spot on the river bank _ 
where were the three prisoners. 

_ They were yet there and unharmed. ~. 

A canoe-load of terrified natives was making rapid way 
down the current. But Frank saw one yet left on the 
shore. | ) ig 

‘He saw this one suddenly flourish a battle-club and rush 
toward the prisoners. 

It was doubtless his intention to kill them. For a mo- 
| ment Frank was appalled. 

Then he acted. 


Quick as a flash he threw open the ae) ‘eden 


cand raised his.rifle. 


Crack ! 


ok 
ie 3 
i 
mt 
ae 
: 


© ee 
am} 
a4 


7 
= 
; 

J 


at of Prater ~ 
Ce | ae eae 
eee en 


i las EP ae pe a | ee J 
err handel ort a - 

a ih hese ausha ae ibe ie 

. . j | ss sai ttc emepingeilar ha 
ass. uslibdilt aoeiceagud aaa neal alan 


Aaa 


ali et 


‘The bullet sped true to the mark. “The wretch fell dead, | 


and the prisoners were saved. 
Frank now sent the Search lost to the shore. | 
The water was deep, and it was possible to get so close 


that Barney was able to seize an ethene branch and} 


swing himself ashore. _ 
With a knife in his teeth he rushed up the bank. 


It was but a moment’s work to éut the bonds of the iar 


oners. Then a joyful reunion followed. 


An interchange of experiences ensued, and eth listened 


with interest to the story of the prisoners. - 

“We have these Indians to fear,” he said, “and they are 
a villainous lot. 
mouth of the Tapajos.” — : 

All now went aboard the Search. — 7 

As there was no reason for lingering longer in the vicin- 
ity, Frank started the Search back down the stream. 

As it was now rapidly getting dark he pressed the lever 
of the searchlight and ge a pathway down the ele: as 
bright as day. 3 is 

By this light they were easily able to locate the tiie: and 
obstructions. _ 

In fact, it was almost as easy as in daylight, and soon 
without serious incident the Amazon was teached. 

Again they were anchored in the same spot. 
much fatigued, they retired to rest. 

Two days later Frank concluded that if had effected 


sufficient repairs upon the machinery to allow of oe the 


under-water start. 

This was made in the early morning hour, and sending 
the boat down to within ten feet of the bottom, Frank started 
her upon the long under-water trip. 

She forged ahead at a fair rate of speed. 

The searchlight made a path of radiance ahead for fully 
a quarter of a mile. ; | 

This made all objects as plain as could fi, and many 
strange soe of animal life were seen. 

There were legions of alligators and water pak. 

Huge tortoises, and a strange creature resembling an 
octopus, but called by the natives a water-spider. 

Everywhere the bed of the Amazon seemed that same 
filthy mass of slime and mire. 

There were few places where it was safe to allow the boat 
to rest upon terra firma. : 

All manner of curious aquatic plants lived in the slimy 
depths. In these were strange fishes and reptiles. 

In faéty the Amazon was found to contain forms of ani- 
mals and vegetable life, such as the naturalist and scientist 


had never dreamed of. 


. We shall find no friendly natives above the 


wed 


As all were}. 


Say RE eat 


Beara oe 


Of course it was a rich field for Pretaint Soiytie. | . 

The savant availed himself of every opportunity to pur- 
sue his studies, and he was successful in the extreme. a 

The progress of the Search was necessarily slow. 

Days passed and the submarine boat still crept on uid 
the dark depths of the Amazon. 

Of course every day brought them so much nearer the fa 
Rapids, where the bag of diamonds was lost. 

But the incidents which daily occurred were so many and 
varied that they would fill many volumes. 

“One day the Search reached a point in the. rivet where 
huge boulders seemed to rise and forin a narrow oe 
or pass in the bed of the river. | 

The water raw through this quite fast. 

Into it Frank ran the submarine boat without a thought 
of danger. 

Suddenly there was a jar anda shock, and Barney shouted | 
from the pilot-house: a 

“Shure, Misther Frank, the divil has got vos boat. Cone, ; 
quick. ewes Ze 

Frank flashed the searchi taht ahead into the passage. ‘He 
saw what was the trouble at once. 

About the ram of the boat Bere was s literally wound i in 
folds a monster serpent. 

Its coils were so closely drawn about the vessel’s bow, 
and its weight was so Sot that progress was for a time 
impeded. ; 

Frank saw the danger of being tossed against the vould 
ers by the current. see 

The serpent must be disposed of at once. He sited 
quickly. ch 
Picking up a wire he hastily consisted it with the electric 
dynamos. Then with insul ied g gloves he ‘carried it to the 
forward hold. is 

Frank crept into a small apertiire which lea to the Nery 
junction of the steel ram with the boat. 


He affixed the wire against this steel surface in such a 
way that a circuit was formed, Then. he turned on the 
current full force. | 

- He could not see the effect from where he was. 

But the others in the pilot-house saw it with wonderment. 
_ The water literally boiled as the huge serpent writhed 
and twisted. It struck terrific blows against. the-steel hull. 

But the repeated shocks completely stunned and killed it, 
and relaxing its hold, it dropped from the ram. 

The boat shot forward, passing over the watet python’ 8 
body. A few seconds more and it was in the upper fiver. 

This was only one of the hundreds of nd digs dt vom 
= bappened almost every hour. 
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sessed of a desire to be aggressive. 
Alligators of enormous size attacked the boat savagely, 

but always with serious results to themselves. | 
3 But after a few hundred miles of travel in this fashion 
the bed of the river suddenly changed. 
) ‘The mud and slime and‘ooze were exchanged for dear 
a ground and white sand, and the waters of the river were 
, quicker. 
_ Pomp was on watch one day when he descried a i dark ob- 
ject at his right through the dim water. 
“Glory massy !” he gasped, “wha’ am dat? It luke te me 
4 jes’ perzactly like a boat dat was sunk !” 3 


The young inventor sprang ine the pilot-house, and ex- 
claimed : 
_ “What is the matter, Pomp ?” 
Pomp pointed to the object. 


Frank gave a violent start. 
, He sprang to the rudder lever,and turned the bent toward 
the strange ‘object. a | 

A moment later it was seen to be really a sunken boat. 
small steamer. It lay 
easy upon its side in two hundred feet of water. 

Of course it could not be the craft which had on board the 

sunken diamonds, for eae was many hundred miles above 
this point. 


As near as could be seen it was a 


The Search settled down upon the sandy bottom, not far 
_ from the wreck. 
‘ How will you go aboard of her, Frank?” asked Smythe. 
“That is easy enough,” replied the young inventor. 
He went into the forward cabin, and came back with a 


diving-suit, an air-pump, and several hundred feet of life 


line. 

He gave directions to Barney and FDR, and then donned 
the diving-suit. 

In vain the others fod leave to accompany him. 

The young inventor refused, for he was determined to 
visit the wreck alone. ~_ 


CHAPTER. VII. 
THE SUNKEN actin 


The diving-suit worn by Frank was sus a es 
affair. 
Tt was an invention of his own, and much unlike the 
sade suit. 
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“UNDER tae Anwazow FOR A THOUSAND ‘MILES. 


fevers fetes of monster life in the great r river was pos- 


His ery had attracted the attention of Frank Reade, Jr. | 


‘The hélmet was made to turn upon a has or slide, and 


had windows in all directions. 


In the breast there was a circular window of plate-glass, 


and back of it was set a powerful electric light operated by 
a storage battery. 


This lit up the bed of the river before him, and was of in- 
calculable value on that score. 


In his belt Frank carried a heavy ax, and in his hands 


a long, keen- bladed pike. 


This was to use as a weapon of defense in case he was 
attacked by any reptile, or under-water foe. —~ 

The method of leaving the submarine boat while under 
water was a clever and ingenious one. 


A vestibule led from the main cabin with a door which 


| was hermetically bound. 


After the diver had fesecd into this, he simply closed the 
door behind him, the life-hose being carried ran an 
orifice in the door. 

Then turning a valve the vestibule filled. with water. 
When this was, done, the diver simply opened the door and 
walked out where he chose, drawing the life-line after him. 

When he should get ready to return, the vestibule was 
closed and the water ejected by means of compressed air. 
Then the diver was free to remove his suit and enter the 
cabin. 


Nothing was seen of any saurians or other reptiles in 
the vicinity. 4 

But this was no evidence that they might not at any mo- 
ment turn up, so Frank was prepared. | 

He left the Search and stood upon the river bed. 

Those on board the submarine boat were posted at the 
plate-glass windows, watching him with interest, 

Frank walked firmly and evenly toward the sunken 
steamer. 


As he drew nearer he saw that it was heavily covered with 
silt and slime. 
the bow. 


He could not distinguish the name upon 


But he could see easily enough that it was a trim-built 
craft, a sort of steam pleasure yacht. 

That such a craft should be found in this vert of the 
world was certainly an astonishing thing. 

But Frank did not waste time in cogitating over this, 
He Nace the hull, and looked for a chance to clam- 
ber aboard. 

But the boat was heavily listed the other way. Frank 
decided that it would be easier to get aboard from the other 
side. 

So he at once started around the stern of the craft. 

& 


, : 


1% 


[i= 


¥ 


‘UNDER THE AMAZON: FOR A THOUSAND “MILES ee 


He carefully alive ths iifetine after him. This ik the 
sunken yacht between him and the Search. , 

Frank made his way along the sandy bottom of the river, 
and began to-look for a good spot to clamber aboard the 
wreck. : | 

But before he could do this an astounding thing happened. 

For a moment it literally froze the blood in his veins. 

Suddenly from the dark waters beyond in the direction 
of the reedy shore, he saw dark forms materialize. 

They were gigantic in size, and one of them much nearer 
than the others, Frank saw was a monster alligator. 

He had never seen so large a one in his life. 
~ It seemed fully thirty feet in length, and had horrible 
jaws, capable of taking him in bodily. 

The monster came toward him with a serpent-like move- 
ment. Its massive jaws opened not a foot from Frank’s 
head before he recovered sufficiently to act. 

Then quick as a flash he whirled the keen-bladed pike 
high over his head, and taking cool aim drove it full force 
down the monster’s throat. There was a convulsive shock, 
the alligator recoiled and blood filled the water. - | 

The monster, wounded to death, writhed backward. But 
close behind him was another. 

Frank knew that there might a score or more of the 
saurians in the vicinity, and it was folly for him to hope 
to cope auceessfully with them all. 

- So he did not wait to meet the attack of the second alli- 
gator, but clambered quickly aboard the yacht. 

He drew up as much of the life-line as he thought he 
would need, and then crossed the deck to the rotting com- 
panion way. 

By the light of his electric lantern he could see that it 
was safe for him to descend, and he did so. ~ 


A thrilling scene it was which was presented to the young : 


inventor. 

At the cabin table sat a man, now nothing but a molder- 
ing skeleton. ¥ 

His head rested upon the table as tf he had been asleep 
when death overtook him. 

Upon the cabin floor were four other skeletons, two men 
and two women. ae 

Frank could not help but wonder what was the meaning 
of their presence here in this out of the way part of the 
world. 

“Probably explorers,” he fhought 
fa 7? 

Frank made a cursory examination of the cabin, but 
found nothing of value save a tin box upon the table which 
seemed water-tight, and contained something heavy. 

® 


Ay Pioipi met a horrible 


“Doubtless there is Sere: valuable ia that, ” thought d : 


Frank. “I will take it along with me. ” ie aay ve lea 


cabin stairs. oe Reales: 
_ He saw no reason for remaining longer in the ie | His 
diction was to return at once to the Search. 
But just as his head appeared’ above the level of the deel. 
that moment came near being his last. | ie 
There was a snap, and heavy jaws cia closed over his 
head. 


himself. 

Frank was nonplussed. 

There were the reptile’s jaws ready to nip him when he 
should emerge. How could he evade them? 
"He knew that the alligator would wait there an indefinite 
length of time for him to come out. 


The young inventor was anxious to return at once to the 


submarine boat. He was not long without a resolve, how- 


Cven * 


His position was not an easy one fom which to reach his 


foe. 
But he was not ba in hitting upon a device. 
Waiting a favorable moe he raised himself ahore the 
level of the deck. : 3 
The monster’s jaws flew open. 
Forward flew the sharp-bladed pike in Frank’s hands. 


It went through the alligator’s throat to its intestines, 


and instantly killed it. 

It required some exertion upon Frank's part to with- 
draw the pike; but he finally succeeded, and then crawled 
out upon deck. 

No other monster foes seemed to be in the ene and 
Frank slid down from the yacht’s deck. 

A moment later the electric lights of the Search were 
upon him, and he was hastily crossing the intervening space 
to the boat. 

Barney and Pomp were at work at the air-pump. Pro- 
fessor Smythe and Peleg saw Frank coming, and shouted 
joyfully to this effect. | 

“He has got a big box under his arm!” cried Professor 
Smythe. “Perhaps it is the lost treasure.” 

“By gosh! I reckon I’d rather be hyar than outen thar 
in thet air pesky river,” declared Peleg, sententiously. 
“Thar’s tew many alligators and snakes fer me.” _ 

Frank reached the vestibule safely, and a few moments 
later was out of his diving-suit and mel in the cabin et 
the Search. Be 


Placing the box under his arm he began to. limb the — 


A huge alligator had been -waiting oie for him to show 


eats ie 
Me 


alligators afore yew got back,” declared Peleg. 
sumdever, I’m pesky glad it didn’t chaw yew up!” 
“So say we all of us,” said Smythe. 
_ “Golly, Marse Frank, yo’ oughter had dis chile wif yo’ 
to help yo’,” declared Pomp. | 
_ “TY think I did the wisest thing in going alone,” said 
Frank. “If there had been two, one of us would certainly 
have been killed.” : | 
- “Bejabers, an’ is it the diamonds yez are afther carryin’ 
around in that box ?” asked Barney. | 
Frank laughed. | 
“T think not,” he said, “but that I don’t exactly know 
what the box does contain. Let us open it?” 
The box was placed upon the table, and now it was seen 
to be fastened with a small padlock. 
As luck had it, Peleg was a crack lock-picker, and after 


a few moments’ work with a bent wire, had the lock open. 


Then Frank raised the lid. 
The watchers had half expected to see gold, silver or 


diamonds. To the pine pee of all it contained only a 


heavy book. / 


“Pshaw!” exclaimed oe in ane Uae, 1s: B 
fran? | 

“Golly, but amn’t' we sold!” grinned Pomp. 

“Bejabers, it luks loike a Bible!’ said Barney. 
good care they give it to be shure.” 


“It's 


Peleg was silent. 

But Frank said, as he read an inscription upon the cover 
of the volume: 

“This book is of more value than you can imagine, It 
is the log of the yacht Mist, te ae Varien, of New 
York “City.” 

“A log book!” exclaimed Professor Smythe; ; “then it ita 
tell the story of the yacht.” 

“Exactly.” 

“That will certainly be of interest. Let us read it.” 

Frank opened the pages and read as the first inscription 
or entry: | 

New York City, May 25, 18—. 

“Sailed to-day in the Mist, Captain Varley Varien, his 
son, Paul; his two daughters, Louise and Elsie; Roger Vane 
and Ligutenant 8 Hall. Also six able seamen, as 
follows: 


“John Bunce, 
Mart True, | 


{ 


Albert Hill, 
Jim Clancy, 


Ned Nevins, 
Luigi Delaine. 
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He aaiely recounted his experiences iy the*interest and 
| wonderment of the others. 

“B’gosh, I knew ye’d hit onto one of them gol a8 
“How- 


“Bound for the eee waters of the Amazon on a tour . 
of exploration. Weather fair, wind west by south, barom- 
eter steady and clear, thermometer 82 deg. Fahrenheit. 
Cleared snes Hook at 4.40 p. mM.” 


Then followed a daily record of he voyage to the mouth 
of the Amazon. 

As this was mostly verbose and devoid of incident, Frank 
passed on to the final page. — | | 

He read the entry through without pausing. Then oh 
lifted his head, and regarded his companions with a white 
face. oP, 
Pacis) 6 this 3 is horrible!” he exclaimed ; ; “this last page tells : 
the whole story of their awful fate.” 3 : 

Then he read it aloud. » 


CHAPTER VIII. 
POMP IS VICTIMIZED. 


The last page of the log of the Mist read as follows : 


“This is the eighth day of the terrible fever which has 
stricken our crew. I, Paul Varien, am the only one of the 
crew Jeft without the fever. 

“What is worse, a leak has sprung in the yacht’s hull, and 
I see no way to get her ashore, for at this point there are 
terrible morasses intervening many miles and impassible. 

“I have worked at the pumps all the morning, and am 
completely exhausted. ‘There is no one to help me. 

“Unless I get help soon or the water ceases Coming into © 
the hold, the yacht must sink, sib we shall all be buried 
under the Amazon. 

“Hark! what is that I hear? A gurgling, terrible 
sound. Great heavens! I believe the timbers are parting. 

I can write no more, for I feel that we are doomed. I must 
learn the truth.” 


Here the record broke off. But this last entry was suffi- 
cient, and told all that was necessary. 

As Frank ceased reading, silence reigned for some mo- 
ments. 

All were horrified with this account of the dreadful fate. 
of the Mist and her party. Swept from the face of the 
earth, their fate might never have been known, but for the 
visit of the Search! . 

“That is a dreadful account of a tragedy! declared 
Smythe, with a shiver. “Tam sorry for the poor souls,” 


ney 


ey ay ais 
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“Begorra, they oughtn’t to ave ean ae risky !”” Ritied 
Barney. : 
- “Thet’s all right fer yew few say!” declared Peleg; “but 
what dew yew think of us?” 
“True!” rejoined’ Frank; “it is possible that we may 
meet with the same fate, and like them » forever buried 
under the Amazon.” 


“But we will not accept so dismal a view of the future,” 
| hit yo’self if yo’ was to try fo’ a hundred years!” 


declared the professor. 
There seemed something weird and ghastly about the 


spot. 


“Let us get away from here.” 


Tovget away was a great relief. ‘ 


“Tt will be of value when I get home,” he declared. 
“There are plenty of friends of these people who will doubt- 
less want to know their fate.” — 

The Search now went on slowly up the stream. 

Barney and Pomp thus far during the voyage had been 
faithful in their duties, and had abstained much from their 
propensity for practical jokes. 

This had pleased Frank, who congratulated himself upon 
their having turned over a new leaf. | 

But in this conclusion he was premature. 

The submarine boat was well stocked with provisions of 
the ordinary kind. 

But as none in the party had tasted fresh meat in many 
days, Frank concluded to vary the diet. 

He decided to tie up by the shore in some favorable lo- 
cality, and organize a hunt. 

He conveyed this idea to the others, and it met with 
a hearty acceptance. | 

All were ready for it, and at once preparations were made. 

The Search went to the surface, and it was found that 
they were between high wooded banks where the ground was 
higher and the forest thinner. 

This was more conducive to hunting successfully, and at 
once the Search was drawn up and anchored close to the 
shoré: 

The river here seemed remarkably free from reptiles, and 
there was a clear sandy beach upon which to land. 

The hunting party was quickly made up. 


Peleg and the professor decided to remain on board the} 


boat. 

This left Frank Reade, Jr., and Barney and Pomp to dare 
the perils of the South American wilds. ‘ 

They were not at all disappointed, and Fomp even ven- 
tured to say: 

“T’se done glad dem gemmens gwine to stay at home. 
Dey would never be able fo’ to shoot anyfing, nohow.” 


_ So they left the wreck far behind, but Frank kept the 
log book. 


Mi eae V’m 


‘Barne 
mS dat any insinuation on mah skill as a hunter, sah Babe 


sniffed Pomp. 
“Be me sowl, there’s no iad for to insinuate, sor, not a 


bit. Il lay me loife yez cudn’t hit a ‘wood deer at ten 


yards !” 
“Huh! yo’ am berry sakastical, Pish. I fink yo” eudn’t 


“Don’t yez thry to be funny!” 
“Yo? am de one jes’ tryin’ dat.” 
_“Begorra, Vl lay fer yez, naygur! ” 

“Yo'll be laid out if yo’ does. 
sah.” 

So the two jokers went ashore with a secret purpose to 
get hunk with each other. 

How they succeeded we shall see in hadi course. 

Frank equipped himself well for the hunt. 

He knew well that one might expect big game in those 
wilds. 


¢ 


He provided himself vite a rifle which threw a small exe. 


plosive shell, capable of doing great damage. a 


It was his hope to run across wood deer, a regen of white | 


were common in those parts. 
- Their flesh was very palatable and nutritious, but they 
were exceedingly shy and difficult to bag. 

Reaching the shore, Frank plunged into the deep forest. 
Barney and Pomp were behind him. | | 

Plenty of pheasants and other game birds flew across 
their path, but it was not these that Frank was in quest of. 

So he did not waste his ammunition upon them. , 

But coming suddenly into a clearing, a herd of the beauti- 
ful little deer were scared up from a jungle. 

They were away like arrows, but Frank knew they would 
not go far. 
them. 

So he said: 


He was determined to bag one or more of 


“Barney and Pomp, you go down through the run yon- 


der and start them up this way. Shoot if you can get a 
good line on them.” 
“All roight, sor,” cried Barney. 


And away the two jokers scampered. Frank now took a 


detour so as to catch the deer at the outlet of their runway. 
Barney and Pomp for awhile kept on through the run. 


They came upon the deer and started them, but failed to | 


get ashot. Then they tried still hunting. 


But in this they were not successful. Finally they con- 


cluded to wait the return of Frank Reade, Jr., who was an 


ing in ambush for the deer. 


not so sure about yeni naygur, ” “said 


Mark my wo “7 fo’ dat, | 


> xs 


% muttered. — 


nage eo raid Rings 
ae a ae 


ae However: had not eet idle all the hits, 
In pushing through the bushes he had come upon a tre- 


 mendous hornets’ nest, of a species peculiar to the tropics. 


They were of a species which would not sting unless 


- roughly handled. Barney knew this full well. 


He’ decided upon a daring trick. a 
_ “Begorra, V’ll spring it upon the naygur this “blot ” he 
“Shure, he’ll think the divil has got him.” 
_ He detached the nest at a favorable moment, and hand- 
ding it gingerly, placed it at the foot .of a small banyan tree 
-and covered it up with leaves. 
The hornets syarmed all about him while Hey was aa it, 
but went into the nest when Barnty put it down. 
_ The Celt chuckling sat down at a point near by and drew 
a black flask from his pocket. 
_ “Fere’s to succiss,” he said, Bppig it up and taking a 
draught of its contents. . 
Pomp had been nosing around through the bushes near, 
and chanced to see Barney imbibing the “rale stuff.” 
Now the darky had a sweet tooth as well as Barney, and 
his mouth watered as he observed the Celt. | 
The bait took and Barney chuckled as he saw his victim 
coming. 
{Fiow are yez, naygur ?” he called. “Ate yez a bit dhry ?” 
“Yo” am a mind-reader, I jes’ beliebe, I’ish!” declared 
Pomp. _ “Specs I am jes’ about as dry as a salt fish.” 
| “Begorra, put your snout onto this an’ thin tell me phat 
~ yez think av it.” 
_ Pomp took the flask, and would have drained it, but Bans 
ney cried : Alas y" 
“Have done wid yez. Shure, it’s all we have in case av 
snake bites.”’ 
“Huh! dat am berry good stuff,” rejoined Pomp, smack- 
ing his lips. 
. “Begorra, there’s none better. Iam afraid we'll not hive 
the best av luck inthis hunt, naygur. sy 
“Yo’ am right, dar. Dis chile am so doggone tired dat 
he kain’t hardly keep hisself from falling down.” 
“Be me sowl, there’s a goot sate over yender. Will yo2 
take it an’ we’ll spind a few moments at our aise.’ > 
Pomp bit easily. The seat indicated by Barney was an 
inviting one. He did not hesitate to take it. 3 
He sat down upon what he believed to be a small green 
bank at the foot of the tree. 


He was speedily undecejved. 


en 


As he put his weight upon the green mass it gave way, and 


he went crashing down through the hornets’ nest, | 


It flattened that affair like a paper hat, but Pomp was 


for a moment too astonished to rise. 
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“Golly fo’ glory!% he gasped. “Who ebber fought dat 
wouldn’t hold mah weight? Eh! Ugh! Ow! Ouch!” 
‘ He saw Barney rise and dust to a safe distance, and he 


experienced a hundred needle-like pains before he realized 


the situation. «ff 


The hornets objected to this sort of treatment, as they 
had a moral right to, and began to get in their work in 


| deadly earnest. 


“Murder! Help! I’m killed! Gib dis chile help!” 
yelled Pomp, wildly. : : 
As he crawled out of the wreck aes of the nest clung to 
him. ¥ 
A thousand of the maddened hornets were all about him, 
and giving him the most awful kind of a dose. p 
The darky bolted into the forest yelling like a madman. 
Indeed, the situation inight have become extremely seri- 
cus, but for an incident. 


These Brazilian hornets were of a large species, and there 


was a certain amount of poison in their sting. 


4 Tt might have settled Pomp for a certainty, as the in- 
sects swarmed upon him. 

But as good luck had it the negro had rushed toward the 
river. He reached it and plunged into the water. 

It was lucky for him again that no alligators were about. 

The water, of course, rid him of the stinging pests. Hé 
arose after a long dive, and swam for the Search. | 

He clambered aboard, and his appearance was startling. 
His head and face were swollen beyond recognition. 

Indeed, Barney repented his joke when he saw his com- 
panion, and at once began applying cooling lotions to help 
him get rid of the pain. 

Pamp never suspected Barney, and the Celt felt that for 


once he had got the best of his friend and colleague. 


CHAPTER IX. 


SEARCHING FOR THE WREOK. 


e 


- But a short while after Barney and Pomp returned Frank 


| appeared on the bank with a wood deer over his shoulder. 


It was a beautiful little creature, and furnished the 


| juicest of meat. 


He had not captured it without some thrilling experi- 
ences. 

After sending Barney and Pomp down throu gh the run 
to drive up the deer, Frank had made a detour through the 
woods to get in their path if possible. 


if 


| 
> 


a 


-The South American forest wan a wonderful depth of | 


tangled foliage and giant trees. 


The tops of these met far overhead so densely, that in 
most parts the light of the sun was shut out entirely. 

At every step new wonders were, revealed. 

Chattering monkeys leaped from limb to limb, and filled 
the air with their incessant din. 

Rabbits, squirrels, ground hogs and peccaries scampered 
into the undergrowth upon every side. 

Everywhere animal life was present in some form or 
other. 

But Frank was after larger game. 

He pushed on for some way through the forest when 


Game of the smaller variety was plentiful. 


suddenly he heard a peculiar, startled cry at his right. 
Turning his head he glanced down a narrow vista and 
saw in the distance a thrilling sight. 
The cry had been almost human in its intensity and force. 
Dangling from the heavy limb of a massive tree was a 
monster python, and in its folds was a victim. 
Breath and life were being pressed out of the victim by 


It was a fearful sight. 4 


the powerful folds. 

What was more Frank saw that the victim was a human 
being. | 

It was on of the Brazilian natives, half naked, and vain- 
ly struggling in an attempt to lance his deadly foe. 

But the python had the mastery, and its great head was 
reared aloft to strike the unfortunate man. 

All this Frank saw. 

He was overwhelmed with horror. What was to be done? 
There was no time to lose. 

Quick as a flash he acted. 

What mattered it though the unfortunate wretch yas an 
Indian and a savage foe? 

He was a human being, and this was enough for Frank. 

Quick as a flash he drew aim with his rifle. 
long shot and the light was bad. __ 

But as luck had it the aim was accurate. 
struck the serpent’s head and crushed it. | 


The big folds relaxed, the native tumbled half senseless 


upon the ground; while the serpent rolled writhing in death], 
| men of its kind. » 


throes away. 


Frank quickly reached the spot. 


The native had scrambled to his feet. But at sight of 


Frank his terror was scarcely lessened. — 
He would have fled but that he did not have the strength. 


However, Frank made reassuring signs. | 
Then he addressed the fellow, but he evidently did not 


understand English. Next Frank tried Spanish. _ 


It was a 


- But the fellow aoe x ae native tongue, wh ch 
LS ainsetinetle Aira oe 

Frank saw at once that nothing was to be grid in this 
manner. 

Ags he had no further interest in ihe ‘atte he made 
friendly signs, and gave him a small match case Which he 
had in his pocket as a token of amity. | 

The fellow groveled at his feet in gratitude, and then * 
lrapee away and disappeared in the forest: 2 gee eae 

- Frank was not certain what would be, the reel ot this 


| stroke of diplomacy, as he believed this would prove to be. 


“Tf it succeeds in establishing good terms between t us 
and the natives,” he thqught, “that will be Welt Year 

‘He went on now in quest of the deer, and had not pro- 
ceeded half a mile further when he ran pene into a Herd 


jot them. 


Frank had time to fire once and bring down one before 


they were out of range. 
It was a beauty, and satisfied with the result of the ant: 


he placed it over his shoulder and started on the return to 


the boat. 


The rich meat of the deer furnished a change in diet, 


land after Barney had prepared a good meal, Pomp being on 


the sick list, the Search and parry were aes to meee on 
the up-river cruise. Pi 
Drifting into the middle of the river Frank once more 
sent the craft to the bottom. 
Up the Amazon the Search went once more. 
now was lessening the distance to the Ica Rapids 
Professor Smythe was constantly on the lookout for speci- 
mens, and one day, as the boat was passing through a dense 
erowth of some curious sort of water plant, he gave 4 cry. 
“Hold up, Frank!” he shouted. “Stop the engines, will 
you?” 


oe day 


Frank at once complied, and the professor rushed into the 


-| pilot-house. 


‘The bullet 
| specimen of a tortoise ? 


“Look yonder!” he cried. “Do you see that peculiar 
It is of a rare and almost unknown 
species. I must have its shell.” 


The tortoise in question was certainly a remarkable speci- 


Its shell was built up in lateral ridges, with lena td 
shades of gold and green, It was syhniiat beyond all 


description. 


Frank was at once also interested to secure the creature 


| as a specimen, and cried to Barney: | 


“Bring out the ee suits, ahi in want you to 80 


Awith me.” - 


‘ 


é i" was ae that es should occupy the seid. 
attention in front while Frank crept up behind. 


This plan worked admirably. 


The tortoise did not see the approach of its fis, 


; behind the creature and with a dexterous move nape a 


Be 


"noose about the. ereature’ sleg. .* 


4 He drew ut tig. The tortoise whirled and started for 
him. 
4 It was s Barney’ s chance, ‘ead quick as a flash he slipped 


a noose over the other leg. 


The capture was complete. The tortoise was hors du 


combat at once. | 
: Then Frank and eee vee to draw the monster to- 
ward the Search, when a thrilling thing occurred. 
_ There lay half imbedded in the mud what eked to 
Frank like an old log. 
_ He might have stepped over it, but instead placed his 
foot upon it. The effect was startling. 3 
Instantly the log developed signs of life, and there was 
a tremendous commotion in the water. 


A huge and giant form reared aloft, and both divers were 
“hurled aside like puppets. 
Then a great wriggling form shot under the body of the 
| Search and was gone, giving the boat a heavy jar. a 
At first Frank had believed it to be a huge river serpent, 
but uponigetting aboard the Search later, Professor.Smy the, 
who had obtained a good Na at it, Neal ad that it was a 
huge eel. B 
That it was fully forty feet in length was certain. 
the Amazon was a river of monsters. | 
The tortoise was dispatched while in the water, aia taken 
from its shell, 
q Then the shell was fastened on the forward deck, and the 
‘Search once more went on its way. 
It is said that events never come singly, however. 


Surely 


| not one of the crew kept his feet. 


a While Barney tantalized it, Frank crept, cautiously up 


‘ mn succeed in n zaptaring hich Frank, ‘ sa | It certainly pee so ‘in. this ger suddenly there 


‘came shooting out of the black water a giant fish which, for 
a moment, looked like a whale, | 
"The Search was in its path, 
There Ae dint time to send a cry of warning through the 


boat: ‘when the monster struck it. 


Iss ‘seemed for a moment as if ‘lead ean was going to 


| smash. C3 a eS & 


All portable ioticles were avid about furiously, and 

Only ‘the fact that the hull of the Search was of the | 
-| strongest, steel saved it. . 

After examination showed a sizable dent in the steel 
plates where the fish had struck it. 

The fish seemed like a variety of giant sturgeon. 

The shock had proved more serious for it than for the 
boat, for it had proved fatal. | 

The fish floated along the bottom not tty feet distant. 
The Search’ ran alongside and an examination was made. 

The snout or nose of the fish had been completely crushed, 
and death must have been instantaneous. 

“Gosh all hickories !”” gasped Peleg Perkins. “TI reckin 
a man Ao go a fishin’ in these water would need a pole as 


big as a pine tree, an’ a line like the Atlantic cable. Thet 
dew beat® my wife’s relations.” : 
Everybody laughed at this, as well they could afford to, 


for no serious harm had come to them. : 
It was a lucky escape, and Frank was not anxious to take 
the chances again. 
Once more the Search went on its way up the Amazon. 
Fresh wonders were encountered every day, and new inci- 
dents of thrilling sort were always transpiring. 
But one morning, after a slow night’s run between rocky 
shores, Frank declared: 
_“By to-morrow we shall have completed our thousand 
mile trip under the Amazon.” 
“You don’t mean it!” gasped. Smythe. 
eS kay 


“And we shall be near the spot where the diamonds were 


dost 2” 


“Exactly.” 
“Are we as near the Ica as that?” 


“We are within twenty-five miles of the rapids. I shall 


proceed slowly all the way, for the wreck of the diamond 
hunters may be found anywhere along here.” 
Becks 


_ As the submarine boat proceeded the searchlight was 


employed. From shore to shore the quest was made. 


_ Every object likely to be a sunken wreck was carefully 


scrutinized. And thus the search went of 


e 
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It was later in the day. hel they came wa mighty fool 
at the base of the rapids. ‘Here there was a literal nest of 
water serpents and alligators. And here Frank believed 
the treasure would be found. : ae 


CHAPTER ».@ 


THE DIAMONDS. 


— 


‘Stee 


The young inventor believed that he had reached the 
spot in the river where the wreck-had occurred. 

It corresponded exactly with the description ‘given. | 

No time was lost in at once prosecuting the search. 

Frank took the southern bank of the river ag the most 
likely part of the rapids for a boat to descend. 

Here the submarine boat crept along the river bed, close- 
ly looking for the wreck. , 

There was a possibility that it might never be found. 
There was a chance that it was sunk forever in the tiver 
mud. a 
But Frank still ow to hope, and would not ive up the 
search. | 
The place was literally infested with atigatos, aad they 
were exceedingly aggressive as well. 

Wherever the boat turned one or more were disturbed 
in their lairs, and were not at all times disposed to retreat. 

Some of them showed fight and attacked the boat sav- 
agely. But fortunately it resisted all efforts. set 

It was not destined, however, that the quest should be 
long pursued without good results. 72 


me . 


Suddenly Smythe, who had beer watching the river bed 


- 


intently, cried: 

“J believe that is the wreck! Look and see.” 

Frank was instantly by his side. 

The searchlight was brought to bear pon the point in 
question, and there, imbedded in the river mud was plainly 
seen the upper deck of a boat. 

“Hurrah !” cried Frark, “we have found it at last! Stand 
hy, all, to anchor the Search !” , 

The anchors were at once dropped, and the Search tested 
alongside the sunken “poat. 

Then preparations were made to go out and explore # 

The upper deck was just above the bed of the river. 


‘4 


The current had kept this washed clean, though the com | 


panion way was:somewhat blocked with debris. 

It was now a somewhat serious question as to how the 
feat of ransacking the wreck could be accomplished” with- 
out being devouted by the alligators. | 


have any fears you need not attempt it.” 


| company wid sich whin I jined wid yea, Misther Frank.’* 


‘Smythe, anxiously. ee 


POH A’ aousaND MIL. bes 


_ They fitataily dae in the mi dep nae fhe 

voyagers were for a time in a quandary: ; sit 
Then Frank said: : eee. 
“Barney, [ think you and I will try it. If, however, you 
“Fears! exclaimed the Irishman. “Begorra, I fniriead 


“Well said,” exclaimed Frank. “Then Wwe will “20 ahewd. oo 
“But how are you going to be it?” ached Professor | 


Frank explained his plan. “the plas isa was we 7 
a cautious man, then tried to dissuade him. in 

“I would not attempt it;”” he said. Ass will surely ee 2 
into trouble.” 

But the young inventor smiled. 

“Nothing venture, nothing have, % he declared. “Bring 
out the diving-suits, Barney.” | 

But the Celt had already done this. 

They speedily donned them. 

The Search was worked as near to the wreck as 5 poadible 
Then the two divers stepped out upon the d ick. , 

- Almost instantly, as it seemed, a giant form swooped 
down upon them. It was a monster alligator. 

Frank instantly whirled his sharp ax over his head. 

He made a vicious blow at the satirian. gh 4 

It caught him across the upper jaw, laying it ver and i 
filling the water with blood. » 

The big creature dropped to the bed of the river appar 
ently | stunned. Almost instantly another swooped down 
upon Barney. Lee 

Frank had the long keen-bladed lance which he had used 
with such good effect once before. 


This came into good service now. : ie: * 
Quick ‘as a flash he launched it at the reptile. It was 
the means of saving Barney’ s life. 
The Celt could not possibly have got out of the way in »p 
time to have avoided the monster’s jaws. 
‘The lance penetrated the alligator’s eye to the brain. 
It.dropped dead instantly, and floated away tpon the 
current. } 
Those within the cabin had seen all this throtigh the 
plate-glass windows. It was needless to say they were 
elated. , 4 
“Ki yi!” screamed Pomp, “jes’ look at Marse Frank fix — 
dem ’gators! Dey jes’ got to git up early in de aura io | 
to fool him, yo’ kin bet!” § 
As good forttine had it, these two epecimens were the . 
only ones at that moment in the near vicinity. 
Frank saw the opportunity, and made a sign to Bast 


Way. A mass of silt caved in and an ibe 


q . “y 
companion” 
was revealed. 
; 


It was large enough to agentes a man’s form. This was 

ae A ae 

Frank slid down through it. Barney followed just in 
time to evade ponderous jaws. 

They were now in the cabin of the sunken boat. _ How- 
ever, little could be seen of the boat’s timbers, so deep was 
the deposit of mud and silt. 

Both could hear the thump of the alligators’ bodies. upon 
the deck above. 

The saurians were waiting for a reappearance of their 
-vietims.. Frank and Barney knew this: well. 

The situation was not by any means a pleasant one. 

again to the Search was a most serious question. 

However, they were in the cabin of ‘the sunken Mii 

and it was decided to first explore it. | 

_ This they proceeded to do. ° 

lt any of the bodies of the drowned explorers were on 
: board there was no trace to be found of them now. 

The main cabin, howe oeeg! was likely to be in worse condi- 
tion than any other compartment of the boat, for it had 
been left exposed to the sweep of the river current. 

The doors to other compartments were closed.” As Frank 

hoped these were free of mud or debris. 

rocat required some exertion and digging away of mud to 
open the door leading out of the main cabin. 

But at length this was successfully pect arene and 
the two explorers went into the forward hold: 

Here everything was in | Just as good « order AS when the 

boat had sank. 

Articles of furniture had fallen to decay. But in one 

corner of the compartment Frank saw a chest of drawers. 

Some impulse taught that this, perchance, was where 

the bag of diamonds was stored. 

‘He made his way across to where this was und attempted 
"g open one of the drawers. 
It was locked. 


‘ 


' E arawaver, with the point of his Tance he forced the lock 


y mi opened the drawer. .» 
_ The sight which he Beheld was a thrilling one. 


} Bright poms gered like ele as nical lay there i in the 


id en aia Tee OG AROS AEE 


Ei 


How they were to ever. get out of the place and back 


‘The treasure was found. 
That these were the diamonds spoken of in the story of 
Professor Smythe there was no doubt. 
The narrative of Captain Paul Davis was proved correct. 
Frank ‘was in the highest of spirits. 
Barney was close by Frank, and gazed upon the treasur¢ 
with wide-open eyes &nd amazement. 
He placed his helmet close to Frank’s, and shouted: 
“Begorra, those are foine stones! Shure, there’s a for- 
tune there!” 
“We 
have accomplished the object of our mission, Barney.’’ 


“The great treasure is found,” replied Frank. 


“Thim is the diamonds, thin, sor?” 

“Yes.” 

“Shure, it’s glad I am av that. 
back, sor?” 


‘An’ now shall we go 


“We will, presently.” . 

Frank opened a capacious inner pocket in his diving-suit, 
and placed the diamonds in it. 

Then he examined all of the other drawers in the chest. 


There was nothing of value in them, save a small heap of 


gold coin. 
~ This was undoubtedly the treasure spoken of by Captain 
Davis. 

Yet he had described the diamonds as having been hidden 
away ina bag. But Frank understood this readily enough. 

The gems might have been transferred at any time to the 
drawer, and the captain had doubtless forgotten the cir- 
cumstance. 

Frank made no doubt that these were the same diamonds. 

Satisfied on this point, he was now only anxious to return 
to the Search. : 

There was no reason why they should not now at once 
begin the return trip down the Amazon. | 

The prime object of the expedition had been accomplished. 
Frank was satisfied. 

An immense fortune would certainly accrue from the sale 
of these diamonds. Besides, the adventure of the expedition 


| had given much pleasure. 


Leaving the compartment, Frank and Barney once more 
entered the main cabin. 

They crept up the stairway and ventured to peep out 
onto the deck. An appalling sight met their gaze. 

It was literally covered with huge alligators. 

It seemed as’ if they were really waiting for their in- 
tended victims to come out of the hold so that they might 
pounce upon them. 

This was more and deeper instinct than Frank had ever 
given alligators credit for. 


the submarine boat safely. 
It was a conundrum for a centainty: Just how to ef- 


fect it was not clear. \ 

_ Frank put his\head as far out of the ANP Se as caine | 

A monster bull alligator lay not three feet from him. 

It opened its hideous jaws wide as if to draw him in. 
Frank could not resist the temptation upon him. 

“Tl fix him!” he muttered. 

Then he drew back with his lance and drove it full into 
the creature’s mouth. The alligator recoiled. | 

Blood filled the water. , Instantly all the other alligators 
rushed forward. But though they sailed over the mouth 
of the hatch, they could not reach the two men within. 

And this gave Frank the very opportunity he desired. 


————————————re 
oaane 


FG SAR RT TE - 
a re SS ee ee a > ener ier , 
cpt FY 4 eae et 
7 , a eer Ren a ae 
ee etiam  rall be nal f v sg 
a err ee, » ot ‘a ane ee en y ‘ "a “ ail atl al 
, nasties " as ° pac ic it hig Si 


b 


lance as they passed over. 
Its heavy blade was strong enough to, in many cases, al- 


™ 


seem improved by this. 
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The two men were yet hemmed in by the alligators. 
: To kill one or two, ora few, would not, by any means, 
a furnish a means of getting back to the Search. 

| How long the saurians would remain in their present 


ai; position it was not easy to say. | 
| if Certainly until their victims came out or they were con- 
a i vinced that they could not hope to get them. 
ai Frank was at his wits’ end for a device, 
i “Phwat the divil shall we do, sor?” asked Barney, jis 
4 ing his helmet close to Frank’s. “Shure, it’s stuck we are.” 


“It certainly looks like it,” agreed Frank. “We must 
find some scheme. Can you pot think of one?” . 
y “Shure, sor, I can’t.” 
: Thus time passed. 
Those on board the Search realized the situation, bet they 
| seemed powerless to give any aid. h, 
4 _ “Great heavens !” exclaimed Professor Smythe, in some- 
i f thing like a fever of anxiety. “What can we do a them? 
| - They ought to be got out of that scrape some way.” 

“Golly, dat am a fac’,” declared Pomp. “But we amn’t 


: i, ‘got no divin *-guit, an’ we ried go out ee without it.” 


-~ 


Re a n Re 


a large-sized problem as to how nee were & eee back to}a way ut of the dilemma. 


said : 
thar in a hurry.” 


“Jet’s have your plan.” 


“but I reckin it kin kick pooty hard, kain’t i627. 


It was not a difficult matter to jab the saurians with his | 
fo’ suah. Nuffin’ could be bettah, fo’ 4 fac’. 


gwine to do dat fing.” 


most disembowel the monsters, but the position did not 
| few moments’ 


| made co that a tremendous shock could be given. 


The Yankee had been coolly study ng 
Now he 5 aie a quid of tobacco fro 


“By gosh, I reckin I kin git. ae, durned 4q ters outen 


“Yowre the man we want, ” cried Professor ; Smythe, 
Peleg took a fresh chew. Ly aa 
“JT don’t know much about this hyar dleotridity,? he said, 


“Yes,” replied the professor; “but what of that?” * 


“Bh! I reckin Vd kick them ’gators all outen thar with 


an electric wire!” 


Pomp caught the idea instantly. 
“@Qolly fo’ jimcracks!” he gasped, “he am hit de: idee 
We’se a 7 


The darky rushed into the ica room. ns was but a’ 
work for him to connect a wire with the ¥ 


dynamos, while Peleg kept the air-pump going for him. 
The wire was charged heavily, and a clear circuit was 3 


Certainly . 


| 


It was a force sufficient to destroy human life. 
an ordinary alligator could not help but feel it. 
Thus Pomp reasoned. He went into the pilot-house. 

Here there was a window with a curious slide so arranged 
that anything could be ca out of it ee eens 
the. water. * cyte | Pach, 

Indeed the pressure of air on the i interior of the aah 
was so great that just now water would hardly have en- 
tered anyway. 7 

The wire fell over the rail and down upon the anes 

Pomp pushed on it until it crossed the eel i of the 
sunken boat. , 

He handled the wire with rubber gloves which protected 
him completely. He pushed the wire on. 

Suddenly it came in contact with one of ne alligators. 

The effect was thrilling. 

The reptile was knocked completely oversand 1s stunned. 

On to the next passed the deadly wire. 

This creature was treated the same. 
followed. 

The wire being stiff and strong, Pomp could sip 
it fairly well by pushing. © iy. 

It passed clear across the deck, ou a path rou 
the aligator crew. | 
Maing sal, ‘seemed to become imbued with terror. “ui | 


Another instant : 


. 
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_ UNDER THE AMAZON FOR A THOUSAND MILES 


: iat seatey a batore the vivid flashes of the wire which 
r ere visible even under water. y- 

_ Frank and Barney saw and comprehended the trick. eae 
it worked better than Frank had eee that it) “The largest share belongs to you. You are the inventor 
Boula Sveti of the Search, without which we could never have recovered 
boIn fact, in a few moments the deck of the sunken boat this treasure.” 

was literally cleared of the reptiles. “By gosh! thet’s ther hang on’t,” cried Peleg ; “thet’s 
% It was the moment to act. Frank and Barney did so. Yi enough,” 
a They sprang out of the cabin and started for the Search. 
, They reached the rail and clambered aboard. 

i _ They were not a moment too soon. | 

: Two big alligators swooped down, but missed he Con- 
q tact with the wire knocked them over, however. 

_ The joy of all at the result of the expedition was un- 
a bounded. It had been a glowing success. 


Frank!” 
“Why not?” 


“T prefer an equal division,” said Frank. 

However, it was decided that Frank should include in his 
share the largest gem which had been dubbed the Kohinoor 
Second. Then the division was made. 

The jewels were placed in separate pouches, labeled; and 
Frank said: 

“Now, you have your choice, to carry these on your per- 
_ The lost diamonds had been acpbuaned in spite of the|son, or place them in a ‘priyate drawer i in this cabin.” 

; terrible nest of alligators which had held celia over them} Smythe and Peleg preferred to carry their gems upon 
£0 many years. their persons. _ Pomp and Barney placed theirs with Frank’s 
Perhaps the most delighted of all was Smythe. in a private drawer in the cabin, , | 4 

’ “T knew we should succeed!” he cried. “What a suc-| This matter settled to the satisfaction of all, Frank went 
cess our trip under the Amazon has been! It will set the | into the pilot-house. 

world to talking.” 


p 
| 
i 


He He at once’ opened the tank lever and the boat bean to 
“Don’t say too much,” said Frank. “We are not out| rise, lifting its anchor atthe same time. 


of the woods yet. We have fully two thousand miles yet} Up to the surface rose the Search and floated there. 

to ‘travel to get ack to. the mouth of this big river. We are]: They were upon the verge of ‘the immense pool at the 

“not home then !” foot of the Tea Rapids, and it was noonday. 

i “True,” agreed the 0 sine “but the chances areinour| The sun beat down with tropical ferocity. The decks were 

“favor Be an . quickly dried, and awnings were spread. ;, 

Be ‘CY es’; slightly=. At ee we shall do our re « For Frank had decided to make the return trip on the 
But Frankjhnow that there were yet ‘any perils toe en-, SUT age. ae J 

onion before” they got out of the mighty river. 
~The diamonds were spread out upon a‘table and carefully 

este 


They had traveled one thousand Riles under the Amazon. 
Now the young i inventor proposed to travel on the surface. 
They had seen the wonders under, the great river. . Now 


They were all of the first water, and represented a ne they proposed seeing the objects of interest along the shore. 
fortune. 


And now a vast panorama of wonderful sort opened be- 


After exe nee them Frank laid them all out upon the | fore ‘them. 


table, and said: The mighty selvas which grew down to the water’s edge 


“Now let us have a fair Psion There isa large for-| were peopled with all forms of animal and bird life. 
tune represented i: in these stones. Ag for myself I’ do not Everywhere were water monsters. Some even ventured 
care for it, as i have all the money I need. I consider that | to attack ae boat. 
the success of this expedition is due to each member of this 


But they were ali ays worsted, In many a limpid black 
party, one perhaps not more than another, Now, I suggest | lagoon they battled with water pythons or giant alligators. 
that we equally divide these stones among us. Are you all 
| favor of this?” 


‘There was a moment of silence. 


There was something new and exciting constantly on the 
tapis. 


/ Time never dragged, and the day was never devoid of 
q was not that, ; any one of the party coveted the entire thrilling incident. 
asure. 


By night the great searchlight lit up the naar of the 
But they were overwhelmed with the Renerosity of Frank's mighty river for a mile. 
te re, ye 


| This attracted great schools of fish, which manga in the 


% 


iat 


“Why!” exclaimed Smythe, in protest, “that is not right, 
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van of the boat, and were cut to pieces in hundreds by the 


; 


revolving screw. 
For days the boat kept on thus. 
The spirits of all in the patty were high, and all were 
keenly enjoying the journey when the first of a series of ex- 


om 


citing incidents occurred. " 
Barney was in fhe pilot-house serving morning watch. ( 
It was just before sunrise, and the boat was drifting 
lazily along on the current, and Barney fell to dozing at the 
wheel. 


The result was that the Se the snc turned into a 


dark Jagoon. 

Suddenly there was a shock. Barney awoke suddenly 
in horror. The boat had come to a stop. 

It had run head on into a bank of deep mud, and there it 
stuck. ie 

The Celt quickly reversed the erigines, but it was of no 
use. 


Boe aa {= ye We ors 
The boat would not stir. It was firmlyanchored.. 


Dark woods were tipon either hand, and great masses of | - 


vines drooped partly over the rail of the wessel.»: oe 
was overwhelmed with remorse and terror. 


“Och hone! phwat have I done!” he wailed. “ Phwativer 


will Misther Frank say, now? Shure, «it’s awful! The 


divil’s luck that I should fall asleep.” 

However, the mischief was done, aitd Bartiey knew there 
was no way but to make the best of it. 

So he rang the alarm, and instantly everybody on ‘board 
sprang up. 

Frank knew at once that something hed: S scaocael The 
boat was stationary, and even before he reached the deck 
he guessed the cause of it. ~ ms Bs A pacne 

“My goodness!” he ‘groaned, “we are aground!” 

Barney was wringing Be hands and walking the bridge 
wildly. , 7 

“Shure, Misther Frank,” he cried, “it’s me own fabit ! 
I fell ashlape. Wud yez give me to the alligators? Do 


annything to me yez will!” 


| = 
4 
td 


CHAPTER XII. - 
A FEARFUL DISASTER. 


Without pausing to scold the careless pilot Frank at once 
proceeded to examine the position of the Search. 
She had been driven quite forcibly in the mass of clinging 


mud. 


He saw at once that it would ‘i no light work to set her 


Hee, 2 and yet he ee to do this. 


% . id 


All wete enlisted in the task. : 

A canoe was got out, and Barney and Pomp took a ‘cable i 
from the windlass across to the opposite shore of the lagoon. - 

This was passed about a heavy tree trunk. .Theén the 
capstan, worked by electricity, began to work. 

The Search was moved in her muddy bed. Indeed, she - 
slid back full two inches. Frank was encouraged. 

“F{urrah !” he cried. “We shall fetch her out yet!” 

The spirits of all arose. ; 

The strain upon the cable was a most rresibcilia one and 
there was the risk. | 

But Frank manipulated the ps ci cuoncl so age the ; 
strain’ was slow. P 

Inch by inch the submarine boat was being drawn from 
her muddy bed when the thrilling turn of affairs came. 

Suddenly there came startling sounds from the shore. 

Frank looked and felt a chill. a 

There were congregated a dense number of South Amer- 


‘| ican natives armed and bristling with hostility, 


At the same moment the mouth of the lagoon was literally 


, choked with war canoes, each filled with warriors. on ’ 


It was a\critical moment! 
“Golly fo” glory!” yelled Pomp. 
now, Marse Frank.” 
“Mercy on-us!” gasped Smythe; “ that 3 is a “ibaa outlook, a 
But Frank acted quickly. 
“Into the cabin every one!” he fried. 


“We'se e fo’ trubble j 


“Took out for 
poisoned darts! { ee ets 

The order was quickly shoved | | 

All knew the deadly peril of being expo to the deadly 
darts used by the Ybarri Indians. 

These were propelled by a blow-pipe fae of a vied ad 
could be thrown easily a hundred yards. my | 

The tip of the dart was saturated with a malignant! 
poison secured from the fangs of a deadly pte: found in 
the deep forests. | 
- The effects of the poison 1 was much worse than that of 
the tarantula, the victim dying in awful agony. 

These darts rained down upon the deck of the Search. 

A moment more of delay and some of the party must have: 


been struck by some of them. 


Once in the cabin every man seized his rifle ae opened 
fire upon the savage crew. 

The battle opened briskly and for a time raged furiously. 

Of course the defenders of the Search had the advantage, 
for they were protected by the steel htill. re . 

They shot down dozens of the foe, but this did not seem to 
deter them from still coming to the attack. 7 

“What shall we Ho?” cried Smythe, in alarm; is 
certainly /are going to come aboard of this A Se 
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This was true. 


n poveh to sa tad them: from me onward Pragrant: iy 


3 At such is quarters ie pean could not help bis be 


i F They must surely break into the cabin, an | in that event 
the sequel would be short and swift. 


desperate work, 

It was impossible to get the boat out of the mud in time 
_ to evade the foe. This was out of the question. - 

But the young inventor had another plan in readiness. 

| He was not to be so easily baffled, and very. purely 
changed the face of matters. 

Be Springing into the chemical room he omer with a wide 
platform. This had glass legs, and he placed it by the loop- 
j Roles through which the firing was done. 

Get upon this!” he commanded. 
This will enable you to escape the 


q ‘The command was obeyed. - . , 
2 All stood de the platform, They Kept up. a fire oat 


: aS to bear upon the steel hull of the boat. | 
He placed the wires in such a position that by pressing a 


tantly charged. 
_ Carrying the key and a number bf feet of the wire with 
him he returned to the cabin. | 
_ Here he got upon a glass stool in the pilotchouse, 

He could look out through the oe and saw the ene- 
‘my alongside in their canoes, | 
_ They came swarming over the rail like aes, : 

_ Frank opened the key, “as the tremendous current passed 
into the hull. 

It contained* many thousand volts, and no human power 
could withstand it. 

By dozens the natives were knocked lifeless overboard into 
the river to drown. 

It, was not until fully a hundred of them had iieitenda 
such a shock that the remainder began to feel and compre- 
hend the situation. ae 
e Phat. is, to say, they could not comprehend. why it was 
their companions were so instantly prostrated the moment 
they struck the hull. 

But they realized that this was the ¢ case, and those in the 
other canoes held aloof. 
_ They now reeey to rapidly change sentiment, and were 
ore cautious. 
One canoe cautiously approached the Search. A giant 
barri in the prow put a hand upon.the steel hull, 
a was ny hurled ten feel yy and sank in the 
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_ Frank saw this at once, and recognized the necessity of 


“T am going to charge|, 


’ small key he held in his hand he whole beat would be in-| | 


Then’ they cage fire ie the boat with their poisoned 
darts. | 

These fell thickly upon the ‘de but’ of course did no 
harm. — 

However, they had one ‘detrimental effec for our voy- 


agers. 


It kept them parte in the cabin, for they knew that to 
expose themselves upon the deck meant death. 

Darkness began to settle down fast, and Frank now real- 
ized the purpose of the foe. 

They hoped to make a fresh attack then, and unseen suc- 
ceed in getting aboard. 

Professor Smythe realized this and said‘to Frank: 

“Do you think we will have to remain standing upon these 
glass stools all night ?” 

“T’ll fix that,” said Frank. . 

He discharged the hull of the vessel. .'Then he went below 
and with Barney’s assistance several of the glass-legged 


| platforms were brought out. 


Thesé'Had'beén constructed with just such an emergency 
in view. ts-1g £ | | ; 

Blankets2were spread upon these, and Frank said: 
- We shall all sleep on these to-night, Whoever keeps 


| watch can hold the key, and turn on the current if the at- 


tack is renewed. - I don’t believe it will be.” 
And this programme was carried out. 
When it became time to retire, Pomp laid down upon the 
glass-legged platform and slept. 
The darky was in the pilot-house upon a glass stool keep- 


Ing watch, with the electric key in his hand. 


The searchlight was turned full upon the shore. 


The Ybarris were there in force, watching the stranded = 


vessel, but they did not venture to come to the attack. 

The darkness they had waited for did them no good. 

The searchlight made all as plain as day, and they could 
make no unseen movement. _ 

But they made other characteristic demonstrations ; they 
built huge fires upon the shore, and danced about het like 
fiends, yelling and screaming. 

This could do no harm to their foes, however, and no at- 
tention was paid to it. 

Morning was yet far away, when a heavy peal of thunder 
weke the echoes of the selvas, 

Jagged lizhtning played across the heavens, and pattering 
drops of rain began to fall. 

It came Jon. soon in torrents. So fierce was the storm 
that the fires on shore were quenched, 

Until daylight the torrent continued. 

.Then the clouds cleared away, and the rising sun lit up 
the wet landscape. 

It had brought deliverance to the voyagers. 

The water had swelled the lagoon over its banks. 

The submarine boat was fairly lifted out of the and. 

It floated once more. 

When Pomp realized this he sounded the alarm apd 


\ | reales all on deck. 


: 


| Che. te drew their canoes up the baal, me secreted them- 
The defenders of the Search could not pie them fast | selves in the bushes, 
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heir joy was intense. _ his Sotdertil production, the ie: of which aid not exist or 
The boat drifted out into the current of the Amazon ‘once the globe. | eae 
more, . “That is too bad,” Sud “Quaythe; i in a choking voice. | 
Down upen the ‘broad. aod it swept once more on te our work is undone. It is awful. My specimens are ie Baie 
course to the seas “Hemlocks an’ hickories !” spluttered | Peleg. 
The escape oan death in * the dismal lagoon had been a| durned glad I put my diamonds in my aaa iF hain't Tost 
narrow one, them.” I 
Tt was safe to say that Barney. would never again ‘go to} “Nor I!” cried the professor; “but the others have. ” 
sleep at his post. | This was true. Y 
For several days no noteworthy incident occurred. | Frank’s, as well as Pomp’s and ‘Barney’ Ss ae of the 
Hundreds of miles were reeled off by the speedy little | gems were at the bottom of the river. ‘ | 
boat. Then one day the mouth of. the Xingu was reached But Frank said nothing. 3 He) 
and they were near the sea. : | He cared hot so much for them as ae ag fda the loss of 
The wonderful trip was nearly ended. _ | his pet boat. 
“Tt is certainly the most wonderful on record,” yer “The Search was a good honk. ” he finally said. “But she 
Smythe; “the world will read of it with interest.” A is gone, and 7 there’ s no use eryine over it.) 1 hee | 
“Why do you not write a book on®it?” asked Frank, proceed to build a hetter one.’ 
“<I certainly shall,” replied the savant. * | After the whirlpool caused by the cneae boat had L- 
“B’gosh! I'll speak for,a copy now !” cried Peleg. “Yew| sided, the party paddled back and examined the spot ‘to 
bet I allus like to read abot myself, and in course yew find the cause of the wreck. 
put me in it.” ‘ apelin A sharp, jagged spire of rock was fan Tis’ top was 


“Oh, of course!” laughed the professor: sch : ) hardly a foot under water. , ‘ , 
But a tragic event Was near at hand. It ‘had ‘remained’ But its sides sloped’ down in poe fav oe Qa shaft 5 the 5 
until the very last end of the expedition for: r this to:oceur. bottom two hundred feet or more. os ; 


Just below the Xingu the submarine: boat suddenly met There the Search occupied her dens grave. 
with a terrible shock. After having settled the question of the fate of the sub- — 

It shook her from stem to stern. Everybody on board was! marine boat, the canoe was paddled away down the Ama-“’ : 
prostrated and nigh knocked senseless. } 700. | 

There was an awful grinding crash. ‘Timbers flew in the} Fifty ne he below: the a ne cay ah Aneteel and 
air, and it seemed as if the Search was going to, pieces. | half starved, fell in with a plantation barge. 3 

Frank Reade, Jr., rushed out on deck. Gradually they worked their way down the coast to ) Rio, * 

He saw the truth at a glance. With awful pallid He and finally got a steamer to New York. 
he rushed back post-haste into the cabin, And thus ended the most wonderful of Frank Réade, 
Jr.’s trips tnder the Amazon for a thousand miles, 

Professor Smythe returned to Washington loaded down 
with experience and knowledge newly gained. 

Peleg Perkins went back to. Squashtown and ae ore 
his compatriots with his blazing diamonds and well- perc 
pockets. ha eviCum ! 

While Frank Reade, Jr., and Barney me ep were 

glad to get back to Readestown and plan for an expedition 4 
| into some other part of the world in the near future. ” 


THE END. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


WHICH IS THE END. 


“Por your ia every one!” he shouted, “the hee} is 


going down!” 
“By gosh!” cried Peleg, catching up a life preserver. 
“T reckon we’re food fer nd derned alligators now!” — 
“No!” cried Frank. “We must get out one of them big. has fie 
rubber canoes. They are ‘in the after cabin. Lively !” Read “FRANK READE, JR’S CLIPPER OF THE | 


‘Barney and Pomp were already after the beat. They PRAIRIE; OR, FIGHTING THE AP ACHES IN THE 


came out with it quickly in its portable state. SOUTHWEST,” which will be the next number (39) of 
Thé water was rushing into the Search like a mill race. | , eHrant Mende Weekly UM ” 
There was no time to lose. rank Reade Weekly agazine. het RB 
TURRET SE 


The pontoon was quickly unfolded and framed. Barney | fhe 
and Pomp seized ins | SPECIAL NOTICE: All back numbers of this weekly 
Tt was carried to the rail, which was now nearly on a level | . x always in print. ‘If you cannot obtain them from any } 
with the Buel ace Oren river. | newsdealer, send the price in money or postage stamps by 
mail to FRANK TOUSEY, PUBLISHER, 24 UNION: ) 


There was barely time to leap in and push off. When 
not one hundred yards from the. Search the big boat lurched 
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THE LIBERTY BOYS QF ‘78. 


y Weekly Magazine containing Stories of the American Revolution. 
, ss By HARRY MOORE. 


: These stories are based on actual facts and give a faithfal 
‘account of the exciting adventures of a brave band of American 
youths who were always ready and willing to imperil, their lives 

or the sake of helping along the gallant cause of Independence. 
Every number will consist of 32 large pages of reading matter, 
bound in a, beautiful colored cover. 
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52 The Liberty Boys’ Scare; or, A Miss as Good as a Mile. 94 The Liberty Boys’ Best Blows; or, Beating the British at Benning- 
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54 The Libert oys’ ZN 5. or, ery Narrow Escape. ¢ ; : ie 
55 The TAberty Boys’ Strategy ; or, Out-Generaling the Enemy. 95 Pah Shall baited in New Jersey; or, Boxing the Ears of the Brit 
56 ane eee Boys’ Warm Work; or, Showing the Redcoats How 96 The Liberty Boys’ Daring: or. Not Afraid of Anything. 
ight. : ; , 
57 The Liberty Boys’ “‘Push”; or, Bound to Get There. 3 97 gt cro ta Boys’ Long March; or, The Move that Puzzled the 
i 2 at rant Point Pe ee ern er eee, Mad Anthony | 98 The Liberty Boys’ Bold Front; or, Hot Times on Harlem Heights. 
The Linesty Boys’. Justice, And How They Dealt It Out. 99 Eig Pear 4. Boys in New York; or, Helping to Hold the Great 
The Liberty Boys Bombarded; or, A Very Warm Time. ity. 
The Liberty Boys’ Sealed Orders; or, Going it Blind. ,, | 100 The Liberty Boys’ Big Risk; or, Ready to Take Chances. 
The Liberty Boys’ Daring Stroke; or, With “Light-Horse Harry” | 101 The Liberty Boys’ Drag-Net ; or, Hauling the Redcoats In. 
at Paulus Hook. : 102 The Liberty Boys’ Lightning Work; or, Too Fast for the British. 
The Liberty Boys’ Lively Times; or, Here, There and iverywhere. | 103 The Liberty Boys’ Lucky Blunder; or, The Mistake that Helped 
The Liberty. Boys’ ‘‘Lone Hand’’; or, Fighting Against Great ‘Themf +] 
Odds. cai ag 9 aa . ON Ti Ee 
The Liberty Boys’ Mascot; or, The Idol of the Company. 104 The Liberty Boys’ Shrewd Trick ; or, Springing a Big Surprise. 


j ; : , | 105 The Liberty! Boys’ Cunning; or, Outwitting the Enemy. 
The Liberty Boys’ Wrath; or, Going for the Redcoats Roughshod. 106 The Liberty Boys’ “Big Hit”: or, Knockin 
; ifa : ; : g the Redcoats Out. 
babe Teenie d Boys’ Battle for Life; or, The Hardest Struggle of 107 The Liberty Boys “Wild Irishman”; or, A Lively Lad from 
in, 


3 4 Dub 

The laberty Boys’ Lost; or, The Trap That Did Not Work. ; 

The Linarty Boye" “ Jonah’; or, The Youth Who “Queered” Everything. | 108 The wip iain Boys’ Surprise ; or, Not Just What They Were Look- 
he Liberty Boys’ Decoy; or, Baiting the British. ing For. d 

rh Liverty Hous Latea: or, The Snare the Enemy Set. 109 The Liberty Boys’ Treasure; or, A Lucky Find. 


The Liberty Boys’ Ransom; or, In the Hands of the Tory Outlaws. | 110 The Liberty Boys. in Trouble; or, A Bad Run of Luck. 

The Liberty Boys as Sleuth-Hounds; or, Trailing Benedict Ar-|111 The Liberty Boys’ Jubilee; or, A Great Day for the Great Cause. 
-nold. 112 The Liberty Boys Cornered; or, “Which Way Shall We Turn?’ 

The Liberty Boys “Swoop”; or, Scattering the Redcoats Like | 113 be Liberty Boys at Valley Forge; or, Enduring Terrible Hard- 
Chaff. f Slps. 

The Liberty Boys’ ‘Hot Time”; or, Lively Work in Old Virginia. 114 The Liberty Boys Missing; or, Lost in the Swamps. 

The Liberty Boys’ Daring Scheme; or, Their Plot to Capture the | 115 The Liberty Boys’ Waser, And How They Won 7 
King’s Son. , : 116 The Liberty Boys Deceived ; or, Tricked but Not Beaten. 

The Liberty Boys’ Bold Move; or, Into the Enemy’s Country. in. | 117 The Liberty Boys and the Dwarf; or, A Dangerous Enemy. 

The Liberty Boys’ Beacon Light; or, The Signal on the Mountain. 118 The Liberty Boys’ Dead-Shots; or, The Deadly Twelve. 

9 The Liberty Boys’ Honor; or, The Promise That Was Kept. 


) i L 119 The Liberty Boys’ League; or, The Countr Roys Who Helped. 
The Liberty Boys’ ‘“Ten Strike’ ; or, Bowling the British Over. 120 The Liberty Boys’ Neatest Trick; or, Hovk the Rédeoata were 
The Liberty Boys’ Gratitude, and How they Showed It. Fooled. 
taut oped Boys and the Georgia Giant; or, A Hard Man to 121 The Liberty Boys Stranded; or, Afoot in the Enemy’s Country. 

Te Liberty Boys’ Dead Line ; ae “Cross it if You Dare y 122 Akad ed Boys in the Saddle; or, Lively Work for Liberty’s 
The Liberty Boys ‘‘Hoo-Dooe ’’; or, Trouble at Every Turn. 123 The Liberty Boys’ Bonanza; or, Taking Toll from th i 
The Liberty Boys’ Leap for Life; or, The Light that Led Them. 124 The Tiberty ote at Saratoga ; or, The Surrender po ee 
The Liberty Boys’ Indian Friend; or, The Redskin who Fought for 125 The Liberty Boys and “Old Put. ’; or, The Escape at Horseneck. 
The Literte ‘Bows “Going it Blind’; or, Taking Big Chances spat ma peed il wee gle oon ng Fo ag ore Ba Bierosag, x= 

L A x ; a . e e: i Ss i F: 
; The Liberty Boys’ Black Band; or, Bumping the British Hard. Massacre.) Yuen Esther”; or, The Wyoming Valley 


sey ii de Poys’ “Hurry Call’; or, A Wild Dash to Save a The Liberty Boys’ Horse Guard; or, On the High Hills of Santee. 
riend. 


128 
129 The Liberty Boys and Aaron Burr; or, Battling for Ind d * 
) The Liberty Boys’ Guardian Angel; or, The Beautiful Maid of the |/130 The Liberty Boys and the “Swamp Fox”’; ties Hetpeier. Measionr = 
Mountain. 131 The Liberty Boys and Ethan Allen; or, Old and Young Veterans, 
The Liberty Boys’ Braye Stand; or, Set Back but Not Defeated. 132 The Liberty Boys and the King’s Spy; or, Diamond Cut Diamond, 
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148 The Bradys and the Bank Mystery; or, The Seafch for a Stolen 
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f 49 The Bradys at Cripple Creek; or, Knocking out the “Bad Men.” 
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32 PAGES. 


West is a hero with whom the author was acquainted. His daring 
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WILD WEST WEEKLY: 


A Magazine Containing Stories, Sketehes, ete., of Western hife. 
BY AN OLD SCOUT. 


DO NOT FAIL TO READ 


PRICE 5 CENTS. 


IT. 


32 PAGES. 


EACH NUMBER IN A HANDSOME COLORED COVER. 
Alliof these exciting stories are founded on facts. Young Wild 


deeds and thrilling adventures have never been surpassed. They 
form the base of the most dashing stories ever published. 


Read the following numbers of 


be convinced: 


this most 


interesting magazine and 


1 Young Wild West, The Prince of the Saddle. 24 Young Wild West On His Muscle; or, Fighting With Nature’s 
2 Young Wild West’s Luck; or, Striking it Rich at the Hills. Weapons. 
3 Young Wild West’s Victory; or, The Road Agents’ Last Hold-up. | 95 Young Wild West’s Mistake; or, Losing a Hundred Thousand. 
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8 Young Wild West Missing; or, Saved by an Indian Princess. 29 Young Wild West’s Election; or, A Mayor at Twenty. 
9 Young Wild West and the Detective; or, The Red Riders of the| 30.Young Wild West and the Cattle Thieves; or, Breaking Up a ‘Bad 
Range. - Gang.” se 
10 Young Wild West at the Stake; or, The Jealousy of Arietta. 31 Young Wild West’s Mascot; or, The Dog That Wanted a Master. 
11 Young Wild West’s' Nerve; or, The Nine Golden Bullets. 32 Young Wild West’s Challenge; or, A Combination Hard to Beat. 
12 Young Wild West and the Tenderfoot; or, A New Yorker in the 33 Young Wild West and the Bat!ch Queen; or, Rounding Up the Cat- 


West. 
Young Wild West’s Triumph; or, Winning Against Great Odds. 
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tle Ropers. 
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on Time. 
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lo. 41. THE BOYS OF NEW YORK BEND MEN’S JOKE 


\OK.—Containing a great variety of the latest jokes used by the 
at famous end men. No amateur minstrels is complete without 
@ wonderful little book. 

No. 42. THE BOYS OF NEW YORK STUMP SPEAKER.— 
yntaining a varied’ assortment of stump speeches, Negro, Dutch 
d Irish. Also end men’s jokes. Just the thing for home amuse- 
ent and amateur shows. 

No. 45. THE BOYS OF NEW YORK MINSTREL GUIDE 
ND JOKE BOOK.—Something ‘new and very instructive. Every 
yy should obtain this book, as it contains full instructions for or- 
nizing an amateur minstrel troupe. 

No. 65. MULDOON’S JOKES.—This is one of the most original 
ike books ever published, and it is brimful of wit and humor. It 
yntains a large collection of songs, jokes, conundrums, ete., of 
errence Muldoon, the great wit, humorist, and practical joker of 
he day. Every boy who can enjoy a good substantial joke should 
btain a copy immediately. 

No. 79. HOW TO BECOME AN ACTOR.—Containing com- 
ete instructions how to make up for various characters on the 
tage; together with the duties of the Stage Manager, Prompter, 
Scenic Artist and Property Man. By a prominent Stage Manager. 
No. 80. GUS WILLIAMS’ JOKE BOOK.—Containing the lat- 
at jokes, anecdotes and funny stories of this world-renowned and 
ver popular German comedian. Sixty-four pages; handsome 
olored cover containing a half-tone photo of the author. 


i HOUSEKEEPING. 

' No. 16. HOW TO KHEP A WINDOW GARDEN.—Containing 
full instructions for constructing a window garden either in town 
Sr country, and the most approved methods for raising beautiful 
Mowers at home. The most complete book of the kind ever pub- 


lished. 

No. 30. HOW TO COOK.—One of the most instructive books 
on cooking ever published. It contains recipes for cooking meats, 
fish, game, and oysters; also pies, puddings, cakes and all kinds of 
pastry, and a grand collection of recipes by one of our most popular 


cooks. ' 

_ No. 87. HOW TO KEEP HOUSE.—It contains information for 
@verybody, boys, girls, men and women; it will teach you how to 
make almost anything around the house, such as parlor ornaments, 
brackets, cements, Aeolian harps, and bird lime for catching birds. 


ELECTRICAL. 
AKEH AND USE ELECTRICITY.—A de- 
cription of the wonderful uses of electricity and electro magnetism ; 
together with full instructions for making Electric Toys, Batteries, 
ite., By George Trebel, A. M., M. D. Containing over fifty il- 
justrations. 
o. 64. HOW TO MAKE ELECTRICAL MACHINES.—Con- 
ing full directions for making electrical machines, induction 
coils, dynamos, and many novel toys to be worked by electricity. 
By R. A. R. Bennett. Fully illustrated. 

No. 67. HOW TO DO ELECTRICAL TRICKS.—Containing a 


7 


em 
Re 
i 
an 
Ni 


No. 46. HOW TO M 


4 7 ; : Ny . . . 
arge collection of instructive and highly amusing electrical tricks, 
Cogether with illustrations. By A. Anderson. 


ie ENTERTAINMENT. 

No. 9. HOW TO BECOME A VENTRILOQUIST.—By Harry 
‘x ennedy. The secret given away. Every intelligent boy reading 
this book of instructions, by a practical professor (delighting multi- 
tudes every night with his wonderful imitations), can master the 
art, and create any amount of fun for himself and friends. It is the 
greatest book ever published, and there’s millions (of fun) in it. 
No. 20. HOW TO ENTERTAIN AN EVENING PARTY.—A 
ry valuable little book just published. A complete compendium 
games, sports, card diversions, comic recitations, etc., suitable 
r parlor or drawing-room entertainment. It contains more for the 
oney than any book published. 

No. 35. HOW TO PLAY GAMES.—A complete and useful little 
book, containing the rules and regulations of billiards, bagatelle,: 
backgammon, croquet. dominoes, etc. 

No. 36. HOW TO SOLVH CONUNDRUMS.—Containing all 
he leading conundrums of the day, amusing riddles, curious catches 
and witty sayings. 

.. No. 52. HOW TO PLAY CARDS.—A complete and handy little 
_ book, giving the rules and full directions for playing Huchre, Crib- 
4 age, Casino, Forty-Five, Rounce, Pedro Sancho, Draw Poker, 
: Auction Pitch, All Fours, and many other popular games of cards. 
i No. 66. HOW TO DO PUZZLES.—Containing over three hun- 
dred interesting puzzles and conundrums, with key to same. A 
"complete book. Fully illustrated. By A. Anderson. 


ETIQUETTE. 

' No. 13. HOW TO DO IT; OR, BOOK OF ETIQUETTR.—It 
- ig a great life secret, and one that every young man desires to know 
all about. There’s happiness in it. 

No. 338. HOW TO BEHAVE.—Containing the rules and etiquette 
of good society and the easiest and most approved methodseof ap- 
Ny ae to good advantage at parties, balls, the theatre, church, and 
fin 


name 


_ tp the drawing-room. 

a DECLAMATION. 
_ No. 27. HOW TO RECITE AND BOOK OF RECITATIONS. 
_ =—COontaining the most popular selections in use, comprising Dutch 
dialect, French dialect, Yankee and Irish dialect pieces, together 


with many standard readings. 


es 


“No. 31.. HOW TO BECOME A SPEAKER.—Containing four- 
teen illustrations, giving the different positions requisite to b 
a good speaker, reader and elocutionist. Also containing gems from 


all the popular authors of prose and poetry, arranged in the mos#* 


simple and concise manner possible. 


o. 49. HOW TO DEBATH.—Giving rules for conducting de 
bates, outlines for debates, questions for discussion, and the bes® 
sources for procuring information on the questions given. 


SOCIETY. 

ee: 3. HOW TO FLIRT.—The arts and wiles of flirtation arc 
fulfy explained by this little book. Besides the various methods 9 
handkerchief, fan, glove, parasol, window and hat flirtation, it com- 
tains a full list of the language and sentiment of flowers, which 4% 
interesting to everybody, both old and young. You cannot be happ# 
without one. 

No. 4. HOW TO DANCE is the title of a new and handsom®) 
littie book just issued by Frank Tousey. It contains full instrueé 
tions in the art of dancing, etiquette in the ball-room and at parties, 
how to dress, and full directions for calling off in all popular squar> 

ances. 

No. 5. HOW TO MAKE LOVE.—A complete guide to lov, 
co ~tship and marriage, giving sensible advice, rules and etiquet®> 


.to be observed, with many curious and interesting things not gem@- 


erally known. 

No. 17. HOW TO DRESS.—Containing full instruction in tao 
art of dressing and appearing well at home and abroad, giving tko 
selections of colors, material, and how to have them made up. _ 

No. 18. HOW TO BECOME BEAUTIFUL.—One of tio 
brightest and most valuable little books ever given to the work. 
Everybody wishes to know how to become beautiful, both male ans! 
female. The secret is simple, and almost costless. Read this boo 
and be convinced how to become beautiful. 


BIRDS AND ANIMALS. sy 

No. 7. HOW TO KEEP BIRDS.—Handsomely illustrated am! 
containing full instructions for the management and training of tho 
canary, mockingbird, bobolink, blackbird, paroquet, parrot, etc.” _ 

No. 39. HOW TO RAISE DOGS, POULTRY, PIGEONS AND 
RABBITS.—A useful and instructive book. Handsomely illus 
trated. By Ira Drofraw. 

No. 40. HOW TO MAKE AND SET TRAPS.—Including hint& 
on how to catch moles, weasels, otter, rats, squirrels and birds. 
glee how to cure skins. Copious.y illustrated. By J. Harringtom 

eene. 

No. 50. HOW TO STUFF BIRDS AND ANIMALS.—A 
valuable book, giving instructions in collecting, preparing, mounting 
and preserving birds, animals and insects. 

No. 54. HOW TO KEEP AND MANAGE PETS.—Giving com- 
plete information as to the manner and method of raising, keeping, 
taming, breeding, and managing all kinds of pets; also giving fut. 
instructions for making cages, etc. Fully explained by twenty-eigh= 
illustrations, making it the most complete book of the kind eve: 


published. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. 8. HOW TO BECOME A SCIENTIST.—A useful and ia- 
structive book, giving a complete treatise on chemistry; also ex- 
periments in acoustics, mechanics, mathematics, chemistry, and di- 
rections for making fireworks, colored fires, and gas balloons. This 
book cannot be equaled. 

No. 14. HOW TO MAKE CANDY.—A complete hand-boek for 
making all kinds of candy, ice-cream, syrups, essences, ete., ete. 

No. 19.—FRANK 'TOUSEY’S UNITED STATES DISTANCD 
TABLES, POCKET COMPANION AND GUIDE.—Giving the 
official distances on all the railroads of the United States and 
Canada. Also table of distances by water to foreign ports, hack 
fares in the principal cities, reports of the census, etc., ete., makin 
it one of the most complete and handy books published 

No. 38. HOW TO BECOME YOUR OWN DOCTOR.—A wen- 
derful book, containing useful and practical information in the 
treatment of ordinary diseases and ailments common to every 
remy ly Abounding in useful and effective recipes for general com- 
plaints. 

No. 55. HOW TO COLLECT STAMPS AND COINS.—Coza- 
taining valuable information regarding the collecting and arranging 
of stamps and coins. Handsomely illustrated. a 

No. 58. HOW TO BE A DETECTIVE.—By Old King Brady, 
the world-known detective. In which he lays down some valuable 
and sensible rules for beginners, and also relates some adventure? 
and experiences of well-known detectives. . 

No. 60. HOW TO BECOME A PHOTOGRAPHER.—Contain- 
ing useful information regarding the Camera and how to work it: 
also how to make Photographic Magic Lantern Slides and other 
y Pcie ante: Handsomely illustrated. By Captain W. De W. 

ney. 

No. 62. HOW TO BECOME A WEST POINT MILITARY 
CADET.—Containing full explanations how to gain admittance 
course of Study, Examinations, Duties, Staff of Officers, Pos? 
ouars: ake Ng Shoat ed Departing) and all a boy shoulé! 
know to be a Cadet. Cempiled and written by Lu Senare @ 
of “How to Become a Naval Cadet.” : oe nae 

No. 638. HOW TO BECOME A NAVAL CADET.—Complete ta- 
structions of how to gain admission to the Annapolis Nava! 
Academy. Also containing .the course of instruction, description 
of grounds and buildings, historical sketch, and everything a bow 


should know to become an officer in the United States Navy. Coxa- 
piled and written by Lu Senarens, author of “ . * 
West Point Military Cadet.” How to Become @ 


a PRICE 10 CENTS EACH, OR 3 FOR 25 CENTS. 
4 Address FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 24 Union Square, New York. 
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Lontaining Stories of Adve 


By “NONAM 


FRANK RE 


WEHrEEKILS MAGAZINE. co 


the Air, 


Each Number in a Handsomely [uminated Cover. 


BMS) 32-PAGE BOOK FOR 5 CENTS, ee 


All our readers know Frank Reade, Jr., the greatest inventor of the age, and his two fun-loving chums, Barney 


and Pomp. 


The stories published in this magazine contain a true account of the wonderful and exciting 


adventures of the famous inventor, with his marvellous flying machines, electrical overland engines, and his extra- 
Tell your newsdealer to get you a copy. 


ordinary submarine boats. 


1 Frank Reade, Jr’s White Cruiser of the Clouds; or, The Search for 
the Dog-Faced Men. 

2 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Submarine Boat, the “Explorer”; or, To the 
North Pole Under the Ice. 

3 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Van; or, Hunting Wild Animals in the 
Jungles of India. : 

4 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Air Canoe; or, The Search for the 
Valley of Diamonds. 

Frank Reade, Jr.’s ‘‘Sea Serpent”; or, 


5 The Search for Sunken 

old. 

6 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Terror, the “Thunderer”’; or, The 

Search for the Tartar’s Captive. 

7 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Air Wonder, the “Kite”; or, A Six Weeks’ 
Flight Over the Andes. 

8 Frank Reade, Jr.'s Deep Sea Diver, the “Tortoise” ; or, The Search 
for a Sunken Island. 

9 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Invention, the “Warrior” ; or, Fighting 

Apaches in Arizona. 
Frank Reade, Jr., and His Hlectric Air Boat; or, Hunting Wild 
Beasts for a Circus. “i 
Frank Reade, Jr., and His Torpedo Boat; or, At War With the 
Brazilian Rebels. 

Fighting the Slave Hunters; or, Frank Reade, Jr., in Central 

rica. 

From Zone to Zone; or, The Wonderful Trip of Frank Reade, Jr., 
with His Latest Air Ship. 

Frank Reade, Jr., and His Electric Cruiser of the Lakes; or, A 
Journey Through Africa by Water. 

Frank Reade, Jr., and His Blectric Turret; or, Lost in the Land 
of Fire. 

Frank Reade, Jr., and His Engine of the Clouds; or,, Chased 
Around the World in the Sky. 

In the Great Whirlpool; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Strange Adventures 
in a Submarine Boat. 

Chased Across the Sahara; or, Frank Reaae, Jr., After a Bedouin’s 
Captive. 

Six Weeks in the Clouds; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Air-Ship the 
“Thunderbolt.” 

Around the World Under Water; or, The Wonderful Cruise of a 
Submarine Boat. 
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Each number is a rare treat. 
| 21 
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The Mystic Brand; or, Frank Reade, Jr., and His Overland Stage. 
Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Air Racer; or, Around the Globe in 
Thirty Days. 
The Sunken Pirate; or, Frank Reade, Jr., in Search of a Treasure 
at the Bottom of the Sea. ; 
Frank oe Jr..s Magnetic Gun Carriage; or, Working for the 
ail. 


Frank Reade, Jr., and His Electric Ice Ship; or, Driven Adrift 
in the Frozen Sky. 

Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Sea Engine; or, Hunting for a Sunken 
Diamond Mine. 


The Black Range; or, Frank Reade, Jr., Among the Cowboys with 
His Electric Caravan. j; : 

Over the Andes with Frank Reade, Jr., in His New Air-Ship; or, 
Wild Adventures in Peru. 

Frank Reade, Jr., Exploring a Submarine Mountain; or, Lost at the 
Bottom of the Sea. 


Adrift in Africa; or, Frank Reade, Jr., Among the Ivory Hunters 
with His New Electric Wagon. 

Frank Reade, Jr.’s Search for a Lost Man in His Latest Air 
Wonder. , 

Frank Reade, Jr.’s Search for the Sea Serpent; or, Six Thousand 
Miles Under the Sea. 

Frank Reade, Jr.’s Prairie Whirlwind; or, The Mystery of the 
Hidden Canyon. 

Around the Horizon for Ten Thousand Miles; or, Frank Reade, 
Jr.’s Most Wonderful Trip. 

Lost in the Atlantic Valley; or, Frank Reade, Jr., and his Won- 
der, the “Dart.” 


Frank Reade, Jr.’s Desert Explorer; or, The Underground City 
of the Sahara. 

Lost in the Mountains of the Moon; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Great 
Trip with the ‘Scud.’ 

Under the Amazon for a Thousand Miles. 


For Sale by All Newsdealers, or will be Sent to Any Address on Receipt of Price, 5 Cents per Copy, by 


PRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 


IF YOU WANT ANY BACK NUMBE 


of our Libraries and cannot procure them from newsdealers, the 
in the following Order Blank and send it to us with the price of 
STAMPS TAKEN 
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y can be obtained from this office direct. Cut out and fill 


the books you want and we will send them to you by re- 


THE SAME AS MONEY. 


@ 8 @. O76) 6 OO). 678) Ee 


Sarees tO 


Dear Str—Enclosed find......cents for which please send me: : 


Ot ete ANG WON INOS. 3 tg eeu a 
oe WES OW EAC Y, NOG Siesta bas 
& e PRANK READE WEEKLY, Nos......... 
PAU CAL) , UD) dhs NOB alace wren scene ees 


. .copies 
“ce 


O28 64 


“cc “c 


eoee3e 


66 “ 


0678.8 


“ 6“ 


Tp a Te 


“ “ 


5 oe det Say | 


WAM Fen ke actos fe ok ee TO URCCl Mae IUOle kann. 


AMERICAN  DIME- 
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